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July 1st, 2024 

Submittal to the Kansas State Legislature per the Requirements of House Bill 2279 

House Bill 2279 Sec. 2. (a) (1) Not later than July 1, 2024, the board of each district shall 

identify all priority areas of concern within each such board's district and set reasonable 

boundaries for each area of concern using data from the Kansas geological survey or any other 

source approved by the chief engineer. 

(c) Upon request of a board, the chief engineer shall review the activities previously 

undertaken by the board to determine if the board has already complied with some or all of the 

requirements of this section. All areas within a district that have adopted a local enhanced 

management area pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-1041, and  amendments thereto, on July 1, 2023, shall 

be considered to be a priority area of concern with an approved action plan in compliance with  

the requirements of subsections (a)(1) and (a)(4)(B) until the first action plan review pursuant to 

subsection (a)(4)(C).  

The Western Kansas Groundwater Management District No. 1 (WKGMD1, District) is 

submitting the following report per HB 2279 for the July 1st, 2024, deadline.  WKGMD1 

encompasses approximately 1.1 million acres and approximately 150,000 acres of irrigated 

agriculture.  The District is also home to many confined cattle feeding facilities, hog facilities, 

dairies, municipalities and domestic water users.  It is imperative that local groundwater 

resources be protected for future generations, therefore protecting the local and regional 

economies. 

WKGMD1 currently has several programs in place to address the concerns of declining water 

levels within its footprint.   

-Wichita County Water Conservation Area (Est. 2017 to Current) 

-Wichita County Locally Enhanced Management Area (Est. 2021 to Current) 

-Four County Locally Enhanced Management Area (Est. 2023 to Current) 

Figure 1 is provided from the District’s Management Program, provides additional information 

on how these programs are structured, their timelines, and estimated quantities of reduced 

groundwater pumping.   

As can be observed in Figure 2, showing the boundaries of both the Wichita County Local 

Enhanced Management Area (LEMA) and the Four County LEMA, the entirety of WKGMD1 is 

covered by LEMAs, meeting the requirements of HB 2279 Section 2 for this first action plan 

review. 
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That said, the WKGMD1 Board recognizes that water is critical to all users throughout the 

District, whether it be for use in irrigation, stock water, industrial, municipal, recreational or 

domestic water use, and that planning for additional action will be required to meet the needs of 

the District’s water users. It therefore commits itself to the additional planning activities 

discussed in the following section.   

Therefore, the District identifies that the entirety of the WKGMD1 Boundary is designated as a 

High Priority Area with current action plans in place per the requirements of HB 2279.   
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Figure 1 – WKGMD1 Existing Water Conservation Programs 
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Figure 2 – Map of the WKGMD1 Boundary, High Priority Areas and Existing Action Plans
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HB 2279 – Planning for Future Water Conservation Activities in GMD1 

The WKGMD1 Board of Directors identified at its June 21st, 2024, Regular Board Meeting that 

while the District currently has active action plans in place for the entirety of the District 

(through implementation of LEMA’s and WCA’s), the Board recognizes a need to develop a long-

term planning process for the future of water conservation activities in WKGMD1.   

While not explicitly required by HB 2279, the Board of Directors plans, by July 1, 2026, to 

conduct extensive and robust public outreach with stakeholders across the District, with the goal 

of developing, long-term data driven area specific action plans for WKGMD1 focused on 

preserving water resources for all users over the next 10 to 15 years.  The Board is determined to 

use this public outreach as an opportunity for the local communities of the District to be the 

driving force in determining these long term action plans. 

During the proposed public outreach in 2024 through July 2026, the District will partner with the 

Kansas Geological Survey (KGS) to bring the latest data to each public community meeting for 

discussion on what goals or objectives people would like to see set.  These recommendations will 

then be brought back to the Board of Directors for further discussion.  Starting in the winter of 

2024, the District will begin working with the KGS to update the GMD1 Groundwater Model 

which will significantly assist in assuring the best data is available during these outreach efforts. 

Back in 2015 the KGS built a hydrologic groundwater model which identified areas of depletion 

within the District and also provided a tremendous baseline of information that was key in 

developing the first WCA’s and LEMA’s.  Since 2015, three large locally driven conservation 

programs have been put in place and a significant decrease in pumping has been seen (See 

Attachment A).  As previously noted, the WKGMD1 is slated to have a new updated hydrologic 

model developed by the KGS which will provide extensive information and scenarios to assist 

the local communities and the Board of Directors in determining these long-term action plans.  

The WKGMD1 Board of Directors is committed to developing long-term, economically sound 

groundwater solutions for Western Kansas that focus on preserving local control and protecting 

the future viability of these local communities. 

The District’s Management Program, which was updated in 2023, outlines the responsibilities 

and general missions of the District, to preserve these natural resources for future generations 

and to do so in an economically viable way.  Over the next two years, the District will work with 

their hired consultant, the Division of Water Resources and the Kansas Geological Survey of 

Kansas to develop this/these larger action plan(s) and goals which is the implementation of the 

WKGMD1 Management Plan. 

 


