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The Kansas Department of Agriculture’s .
Economist creates annual economic

contribution reports to estimate the impact of

agriculture on the economy of Kansas and

each of the 105 counties in the state. The

purpose of these reports is to provide

information to stakeholders, policymakers,

and the public.

Key Economic Highlights of Washington County

In the current year, 17 food and agriculture sectors directly provide $439,641,000 in output and 966
jobs to the Washington County economy. In Washington County, food and agriculture sectors account
for 61% of the county’s Gross Regional Product. The Beef cattle ranching and farming, including
feedlots and dual-purpose ranching and farming sector generates the most total output in the county.
Additionally, the Beef cattle ranching and farming, including feedlots and dual-purpose ranching and
farming sector employs the most people in Washington County.

A Look at Agriculture in Washington County

There are 642 farms/ranches in Washington County. With 443,162 acres in farms in the county, the
average operation occupies 690 acres. Crop and livestock sales in Washington County totaled $265
million during 2022. Net cash farm income averages 111469 per operation. This county level data is
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service 2022 Census of
Agriculture.

Estimated Economic Contribution of Agriculture
Methodology and Glossary on final page

The results from the IMPLAN economic analysis are shown in Table 1. In Washington County, 17 food
and agriculture sectors generate $439,641,000 in output and 966 jobs.
Table 1: Food and agriculture sectors’ contribution to the Washington County economy

% Gross
% Labor Regional
Contribution Employment Force Value Added Product

Direct Effect $168,720,000 $439,641,000
Indirect Effect $23,744,000 $50,476,000
Induced Effect $3,045,000 $5,432,000
Total Effect 1,225 $195,509,000 70% $495,551,000

Note: Individual effects may not equal the total effect due to rounding.

OFFICE OF THE ECONOMIST
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE



WASHINGTON COUNTY
2025 ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION REPORT

When indirect and induced effects are included, the total output generated by the food, agriculture, and
linked sectors increases to $495,551,000. All these sectors produce 1,225 jobs, accounting for 47% of
the county’s labor force. The total value added by all the sectors is $196 million, or 70% of the Gross
Regional Product.

All Direct Food and Agriculture Sectors

Table 2 shows the 17 food and agriculture sectors that directly contribute to the Washington County
economy. The model does not include ethanol production or wholesale and retail sales of final
products. The sector having the largest impact on the Washington County economy is Beef cattle
ranching and farming, including feedlots and dual-purpose ranching and farming, which generates $169
million in total output and 483 jobs.

Table 2: All direct food and agriculture sectors, Washington County

Total
Sector Total Output Employment
Beef cattle ranching and farming, mcludmg feedlots qnd $168,758.000 483
dual-purpose ranching and farming
Grain farming | $76,030,000 58
Oilseed farming | $47,567,000 24
Farm machinery and equipment manufacturing | $46,030,000 72
Dog and cat food manufacturing | $32,691,000 33
Animal production, except cattle and poultry and eggs | $31,856,000 120
Dairy cattle and milk production | $22,576,000 50
Support activities for agriculture and forestry $4,885,000 80
All other crop farming $2,495,000 10
Breweries $2,044,000 7
Veterinary services $1,809,000 19
Landscape and horticultural services $1,144,000 6
Poultry and egg production $1,097,000 0.44
Bread and bakery product, except frozen, manufacturing $329,000 2
Other snack food manufacturing $162,000 0.24
Commercial logging $134,000 1
Frozen cakes and other pastries manufacturing $25,000 0.12
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Top Ten Sectors by Total Output

Table 3 shows Washington County’s top ten sectors by total output, which includes direct, indirect and
induced effects. The Beef cattle ranching and farming, including feedlots and dual-purpose ranching
and farming sector is the top contributor to the Washington County economy with $169 million in total
output.

Table 3: Top ten sectors by total output, Washington County

Sector Total Output

Beef cattle ranching and farming, including feedlots an_d dual-purpc_nse $168.758,000
ranching and farming

Grain farming $76,030,000

Oilseed farming $47,567,000

Farm machinery and equipment manufacturing $46,030,000

Dog and cat food manufacturing $32,691,000

Animal production, except cattle and poultry and eggs $31,856,000

Dairy cattle and milk production $22,576,000

Wholesale - Other nondurable goods merchant wholesalers $22,138,000
Support activities for agriculture and forestry $4,885,000
Wholesale - Machinery, equipment, and supplies $4,208,000

Top Ten Sectors by Employment

Table 4 shows Washington County’s top ten sectors by total employment, which includes direct,
indirect, and induced effects. Of the food and agriculture sectors, Beef cattle ranching and farming,
including feedlots and dual-purpose ranching and farming supports the most jobs in the county with 482
jobs.

Table 4: Top ten sectors by total employment, Washington County

Sector Total Employment

Beef cattle ranching and farming, including feedlots aqd dual-purpqse 482
ranching and farming

Animal production, except cattle and poultry and eggs 120

Support activities for agriculture and forestry 80

Farm machinery and equipment manufacturing 71

Wholesale - Other nondurable goods merchant wholesalers 64

Grain farming 57

Dairy cattle and milk production 49

Dog and cat food manufacturing 33

Oilseed farming 24

Couriers and messengers 1

Methodology

These results are from IMPLAN economic software. IMPLAN uses an Input-Output analysis approach
that models the economy using the data and connections between industries, households, and
governments through supply chains, labor markets, and fiscal policy. It estimates the impact of
economic activity within a specific geographic area, while avoiding double counting. IMPLAN sectors
are based on North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes. It assumes no changes
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within the current economy or across food and agriculture sectors. Using this assumption, IMPLAN
calculates the estimated output and employment across all the relevant 528 economic industries. The
results are broken down into direct, indirect, and induced effects.

This analysis identifies the food and agriculture sectors in each region using IMPLAN’s 76 agricultural
sector framework and the most recent 2023 data, adjusted to 2025 dollars. Due to confidentiality
policies that exist within several agencies from which IMPLAN collects their data, some sectors in some
regions may not have all data available.

Glossary

Direct effect = The economic effects resulting from agricultural producers and food product
businesses producing or spending within a region. For example, if a producer raises and sells
cattle within a region, these are the jobs, income, payroll, and output supported by that herd
within that region.

Employment = The annual industry-specific mix of full-time, part-time, and seasonal jobs
created and supported within the region. It accounts for seasonality and follows the same
definition used by the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Food and agriculture = All activities involved in food production. This includes crop farming
and livestock production, manufacture and distribution of farm equipment and supplies, and the
processing, storage, and distribution of farm and food products.

Gross Regional Product = The total value of goods and services annually produced within a
specific economy/region; final demand of households + government expenditures + capital +
exports — imports — institutional sales; Gross Regional Product is Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) on a regional level. County GDP is sourced from the Bureau of Economic Analysis.
Indirect effect = The economic effects stemming from business-to-business purchases
(products and services) in the regional supply chain. For example, a farm buys seed from a
company that is located within the farm’s county.

Induced effect = The economic effects from employees of farms, agricultural businesses, and
linked businesses spending their income (after taxes and savings have been removed) on
goods and services within the region. For example, an employee of a meat processing plant
going out to eat at a full-service restaurant within the county.

Labor force = All employed and unemployed workers in the county, which was sourced from
the Kansas Department of Labor Monthly Labor Force statistics.

Linked businesses = Businesses that provide goods and services to employees of food and
agricultural businesses (e.g., restaurants, real estate, couriers/messengers).

Output = The value of production or sales in the food and agriculture sector; intermediate inputs
+ value added. For example, for farm businesses, the value of production equals revenue less
net inventory changes less on-farm consumption.

Value added = The difference between Total Output and the cost of intermediate inputs. It is a
measure of the contribution to Gross Regional Product. It is a large portion of Output, as it
encompasses labor income, other property income, and taxes on production and imports.

Contact AgEconomist@ks.gov Kansas Department of Agriculture

785-564-6726 1320 Research Park Drive
Manhattan, Kansas 66502
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