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Agriculture is the  cornerstone of Kansas' economy. The Kansas Department of Agriculture publishes 

annual economic contribution reports for the state and each of Kansas' 105 counties to quantify 

agriculture's role in the economy. These reports provide stakeholders, policymak ers, and the public with 

consistent information about agriculture's contribution to economic activity at both the state and county 

levels.  

*County level farm data is from the U.S.  Department of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service 2022 Census of  

Agriculture  

 

Key Economic  Highlights  in  Stevens  County  
METHODOLOGY AND GLOSSARY ON FINAL PAGE  

• 19  food and agriculture industries  

• Direct employment : 599  

• Direct labor income: $63,600,000  

• Economic contribution of agriculture and food industries to the county (V alue Added ): 

$106,400,000 , equal to 21.4%  of the county’s GDP  

• Direct production or sales ( O utput ): $353,000,000  

• Value Added share of Output (Direct Value Added ÷ Direct Output ): 30%  

• Principal agriculture and food industr y in the county  by output:  

Grain farming  generates $157,400,000  in output  

• Largest  supporting industry connected to agriculture : 

Truck transportation  produce s $9,600,000  in output  

  

Stevens  County at a Glance  
• 410  farms  and ranches  

• 460,825  acres in farms  and ranches  

• Average operation occupies 1,124  acres  

• Crop and livestock sales totaled $400,857,000  

during 2022  

• Net cash farm income averages $221,193  per 

operation * 
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Economic Contribution  of Food and Agriculture  
In  Stevens  County , 19  food and agriculture  industries  generate $353,000,000  in annual output  and 

support 599  jobs . These industries contribute $106,400,000  to the local economy , equal to 21.4%  of the 

county’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Including supply chain and household spending effects, these  

industries generate $404,800,000  in total output  and support  857  jobs . These jobs represent 33.2%  of the 

county’s labor force. Table 1 summarizes these economic contributions . 

Table 1: Summary of economic contributions  in  Stevens  County  

Economic 

Impact  Employment  

% Labor 

Force  Value Added  

% of 

County 

GDP  Output  

Direct  599  23.2%  $106,400,000  21.4%  $353,000,000  

Indirect  142  5.5%  $8,300,000  - $33,300,000  

Induced  116  4.5%  $10,200,000  - $18,500,000  

Total  857  33.2%  $124,900,000  25.1%  $404,800,000  

Note: Individual effects may not equal the total effect due to rounding.  
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19  Food and Agriculture  Industries  in Stevens  County  

Table 2: Food and agriculture  industries  in Stevens  County  

Industry  Direct Output  

Direct 

Employment  

Value 

Added 

share of 

Output  

Labor 

share 1 

Grain farming  $157,400,000  111  26%  10%  

Beef cattle ranching and farming, including 

feedlots and dual -purpose ranching and 

farming  $130,000,000  211  22%  16%  

Animal production, except cattle and poultry 

and eggs  $20,400,000  52  83%  42%  

Cotton farming  $12,600,000  14  23%  13%  

Support activities for agriculture and forestry  $11,100,000  155  99%  104%  

Dairy cattle and milk production  $7,700,000  17  26%  18%  

Oilseed farming  $6,700,000  10  28%  24%  

All other crop farming  $1,800,000  6 30%  24%  

Animal, except poultry, slaughtering  $1,500,000  2 15%  15%  

Poultry and egg production  $1,300,000  0.7  10%  6%  

Veterinary services  $1,200,000  9 67%  45%  

Landscape and horticultural services  $574,000  7 39%  22%  

Greenhouse, nursery, and floriculture 

production  $228,000  2 65%  57%  

Bread and bakery product, except frozen, 

manufacturing  $227,000  1 30%  16%  

Other snack food manufacturing  $124,000  0.2  30%  7%  

Bottled and canned soft drinks and water  $74,000  0.1  4%  3%  

Other nonmetallic minerals services  $47,000  0.2  40%  51%  

Commercial logging  $45,000  0.8  67%  47%  

Commercial hunting and trapping  $17,000  0.7  71%  (9%)  

1: Labor shares vary by industry. Livestock production tends to have lower labor shares because of high land and capital 

requirements, while greenhouse and nursery production are more labor -intensive and tend to have higher labor shares.  
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Table 3: Top 10 f ood and agriculture industries in Stevens  County by employment  

Industry  Direct  Employment  

Beef cattle ranching and farming, including feedlots and 

dual -purpose ranching and farming  211  

Support activities for agriculture and forestry  155  

Grain farming  111  

Animal production, except cattle and poultry and eggs  52  

Dairy cattle and milk production  17  

Cotton farming  14  

Oilseed farming  10  

Veterinary services  9 

Landscape and horticultural services  7 

All other crop farming  6 

 

Table 4: Economic profile of food and agriculture industry groups in Stevens  County  

Industry Group  

Direct 

Output  

Value Added 

share of 

Output  

Share of 

County 

Direct 

Output  

Share of 

County Direct 

Employment  

Share of 

County  Labor 

Income  

Crops  $178,481,607  26%  51%  23%  31%  

Processing, livestock & animal  $160,934,584  29%  46%  47%  49%  

Services, ag support  $12,786,149  95%  4%  28%  19%  

Manufacturing, food  $425,570  25%  0.1%  0.3%  0.07%  

Natural resources & Specialty 

agriculture  $245,063  66%  0.07%  0.4%  0.2%  

Minerals & Mining  $47,096  40%  0.01%  0.03%  0.04%  

Forestry  $44,671  67%  0.01%  0.1%  0.03%  

Note: Industry shares are calculated as the industry group's direct measure divided by the corresponding direct measure for t he 

county . Direct output  and employment are found in Table 1.  
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Table 5: Top 10 industry groups linked to food and agriculture  in Stevens  County  

Supporting Industry  Total Output  

Total 

Employment  

Truck transportation  $9,600,000  36  

Wholesale - Other nondurable goods merchant wholesalers  $6,500,000  17  

Owner -occupied housing  $5,000,000  0.0  

Wholesale - Petroleum and petroleum products  $2,600,000  2 

Wholesale - Machinery, equipment, and supplies  $1,600,000  6 

Limited -service restaurants  $1,600,000  14  

Commercial and industrial machinery and equipment rental 

and leasing  $1,300,000  1 

Oil and gas extraction  $1,200,000  26  

Rail transportation  $1,200,000  2 

Full -service restaurants  $1,200,000  13  
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Methodology  
This analysis uses  IMPLAN economic modeling software  to estimate the contribution of food and 

agriculture industries within  each region . IMPLAN models the relationships  between industries, 

households, and government  to estimate  how economic activity goes through the economy . Results are 

reported as direct, indirect, induced, and total effects.  

 

Food and agriculture  industries  were identified using IMPLAN’s 76 agricultural sector framework and the 

most recent 2024  data , adjusted to 202 6 dollars.  Ethanol production is not included as a direct 

agriculture industry in this analysis.  Because IMPLAN incorporates data from multiple government 

sources, confidentiality requirements may limit the availability of data for some industries in certain 

regions.  

 

Glossary  
• Direct effect  = Economic activity generated by agricultural producers and food businesses operating 

within a region . For example, if a producer raises and sells cattle  within a region , the  direct effect 

includes the jobs , income, payroll, and output  generated by that operation .  

• Indirect effect =  Economic  activity generated when business es purchase goods and services from 

other business es . For  example, a farm buys seed from a company within the same region . 

• Induced effect  = Economic  activity generated when employees of farms, agricultural businesses, and 

supporting  businesses spend their earnings  (after taxes and savings have been removed) on goods 

and services within the region. For example, an employee of a meat processing plant eat s at a local  

restaurant or shops at a local grocery store . 

• Employment  = The annual  average number of full -time, part -time, and seasonal jobs supported 

within the region. Employment is measured as jobs rather than individual workers, so one person 

holding multiple jobs is counted multiple times.  It follows the definitions used by the U.S.  Bureau of 

Labor Statistics and U.S.  Bureau of Economic Analysis . 

• Food and agriculture  = All activities involved in food production. This includes crop farming and 

livestock production, manufacture and distribution of farm equipment and supplies, and the 

processing, storage, and distribution of farm and food products.  

• Gross Domestic  Product  (GDP)  = The total value of goods and services produced within  the county or 

state during a year. GDP  measure s the overall size of the local  economy . GDP estimates are 

published by the U.S.  Bureau of Economic Analysis  (BEA) . 

• Labor force = All employed and unemployed workers in the county, which was sourced from the 

Kansas Department of Labor Monthly Labor Force statistics.  

• Labor income  = Wages and salaries paid to employees plus income earned by owners who work in 

the business.  

• Labor share  (Labor Income ÷ Output)  = Indicates how much of each dollar of industry economic 

activity is paid to workers through wages, salaries, benefits, and proprietor income. Labor shares 

vary across industries depending on labor, capital, and land requirements and should not be 

interprete d as a measure of worker pay or job quality. High ≥60%; Moderate 40 –59%; Low <40%.  

• Output  = An industry's economic activity, measured as the value of goods and services it produces or 

sells. Output includes the value of purchased inputs as well as the value added through production. 

For farm businesses, IMPLAN measures output as the value of prod uction, generally equal to 

revenue adjusted for inventory changes and on -farm consumption.  
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• Value Added share of Output (Direct Value Added ÷ Direct Output)  = the portion of an industry’s 

direct output that represents value added, which is the industry’s direct contribution to GDP. Direct 

value added includes labor income, proprietor income, other property income (profits), and taxes on 

production and imports. For example, a value of 45% means that for every $1.00 of direct output, 

approximately $0.45 repr esents direct value added , which contributes to GDP . T he remaining $0.55 

represents intermediate inputs purchased from other industries. Higher ratios mean that a larger 

share of the industry’s output becomes income within the industry, while lower ratios mean that a 

larger share of output consists of intermediate inputs purchased from other industries.  A negative 

ratio means that the industry's direct value added is negative.  

• Supporting  bu sinesses =  Businesses that support the food and agriculture industry by supplying 

goods and services to  food and agricultur al  businesses or by serving  their employees and 

households (e.g. feed suppliers, restaurants, real estate, grocery stores ). 

• Value added  = An industry's contribution to G DP. It includes labor income, other property income, 

and taxes on production and imports. It is calculated as O utput minus the cost of goods and services 

purchased from other businesses . 

 

 

 

Contact  Heather Greer Johnson , PhD  

AgEconomist@ks.gov   

785 -564 -6726  

Kansas Department of Agriculture  

1320 Research Park Drive  

Manhattan, Kansas 66502  

mailto:AgEconomist@ks.gov

