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INITIAL ORDER TERMINATING WATER RIGHT

FILE NO. 1,999
PURSUANT TO REQUEST BY OWNER

The chief enFineer of the Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources,
hereby issues the following findings and order:

FINDINGS OF FACT

. Water Ri ght File No. 1,999, with priority date of November 23, 1953, is currently
authorized for:

one (1) well located in the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of the
Northwest Quarter of Section 26, more particularly described as being near a
point 4,200 feet North and 5,200 feet &/est of the southeast corner of said
section, in Township 16 South, Range 37 West, Wichita County, Kansas;

for irrigation use on the following described property:

40 acres in the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NE% NEY4),

40 acres in the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NW%4 NE%4),
40 acres in the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (SW% NEY4),
40 acres in the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (SE% NEY); and

40 acres in the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NEY% NWY4),
40 acres in the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NW'% NW’4),
40 acres in the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SW' NW'),
40 acres in the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SEY4 NWY4);

a total of 320 acres in Section 26, Township 16 South, Range 37 West in Wichita
County, Kansas.

2. Current Division of Water Resources (DWR) records indicate Steven K. and Debra K.
Ames are owners of the above referenced water right and authorized place of use.

3. OnMay 15, 2026, Steven K. and Debra K. Ames executed and acknowledged a voluntary
waiver of hearing and request to terminate the above referenced water right in order for it

to be enrolled in the Water Right Transition Assistance Program (WTAP).

4. On May 16, 2026, the WTAP program administrator for the Kansas Department of
Agriculture, Division of Conservation, acknowledged the above referenced water right was
accepted and would be enrolled in the Water Right Transition Assistance Program.

5. OnJune 23, 2026, the voluntary waiver of hearing to terminate the above referenced water
right was submitted to the Kansas Division of Water Resources.

CONCLUSION OF LAW

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the chief engineer hereby concludes that:
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1.

Pursuant to the Kansas Water Appropriation Act, K.S.A. 82a-701, et seq., the chief
engineer is franted authority to control and distribute the water resources of Kansas for the
benefits and beneficial uses of all of its inhabitants. K.S.A. 82a-706.

Pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-721, the provision of the act shall be liberally construed to
effectuate its purposes, and enumeration of specific powers shall not operate to restrict the
meaning of any general grant of power or to exclude other powers comprehended in such
general grant.

Pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-718, the chief engineer has authority to terminate water rights
subsequent to a hearing.

Pursuant to the request of the owner(s), the chief engineer shall waive any hearing required
pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-718, and terminate the water right.

ORDER
IT IS, THEREFORE, the decision and order of the chief engineer that the voluntary

waiver of hearing and request to terminate Water Right, File No. 1,999 is accepted and the said
water right shall be and hereby is terminated as of the effective date of this order which is issued
in conjunction with the enrollment of the associated place of use into the Water Right Transition
Program.

IT IS FURTHER, the decision and order of the Chief Engineer that on and after the date

of this order there shall no longer exist any water right of any kind with respect to Water Right,
File No. 1,999 including the right of priority of appropriation thereunder.

IT IS FURTHER the decision and order of the Chief Engineer that, on and after the date

of this order, there shall no longer exist any right to divert water under Water Right, File No. 1,999

from:

one (1) well located in the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of the
Northwest Quarter of Section 26, more particularly described as being near a point
4,200 feet North and 5,200 feet West of the southeast corner of said section, in
Township 16 South, Range 37 West, Wichita County, Kansas;

for irrigation use on the following described property:

40 acres in the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NEY NEV4),

40 acres in the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NW "4 NEY4),
40 acres in the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (SW% NEY4),
40 acres in the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (SE¥4 NEY4); and

40 acres in the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NEV4 NWY4),
40 acres in the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter gN WYa NW'4),
40 acres in the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SW'4 NWY4),
40 acres in the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SE4 NW'4);

a total of 320 acres in Section 26, Township 16 South, Range 37 West in Wichita
County, Kansas.
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Ordered this 023 day of :)Zulé , 2026 in Manhattan, Riley County, Kansas.

'Ué/%f’ /L) mi‘u1/ti—d¢1

Lane P. Letourneau, L.G.
Water Appropriation Program Manager
Division of Water Resources
Kansas Department of Agriculture

State of Kansas )
) SS
County of Riley )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 23 %/Iy of —E«’Vi
2026, by Lane P. Letourneau, L.G., Water Appropriation Program Manager, Division of Water

Resources Kansas Department of Agrlculture

Notary Public

TONY JAY CONNORS
My Appointment Expires

May 18, 2027
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Final Order; Effective Date of Order

This order shall become effective and shall become a final agency action, as defined by
K.S.A. 77-607(b), on the date shown on the Certificate of Service attached hereto.

Petition for Reconsideration

If you choose, you may file a petition for reconsideration of this order by the Chief
Engineer. Any petition for reconsideration must be within fifteen (15) days after the date shown
on the Certificate of Service attached hereto and must state the specific grounds on which
reconsideration is sought. The petition for reconsideration must be filed with tﬁe Chief Engineer;
Division of Water Resources; Kansas Department of Agriculture; 1320 Research Park Drive;
Manhattan, Kansas 66502.

The filing of a petition for reconsideration does not stay the effective date of this order and is not
a prerequisite for seeking judicial review.

Right to Judicial Review (Appeal)

Persons who qualify under the Kansas Act for Judicial Review and Civil Enforcement of
Agency Actions (KJRA), K.S.A. 77-601 et seq., are entitled to judicial review of this final order.
Judicial review is initiated by filing a petition with the clerk of court in the appropriate state district
court within thirty 30 days after the date of service of this final order.

In accordance with K.S.A. 77-613(e), chief legal counsel for the Kansas Department of
Afgriculture is the agency officer who will receive service of a petition for judicial review on behalf
of the Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources. Service on the Chief
Legal Counsel may be made by mail'at Kansas Department of Agriculture, Legal Division, 1320
Research Park Drive; Manhattan, Kansas 66502. :

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

On this A day of Sune , 2026, I hereby certify that the attached
INITIAL ORDER TERMINATING WATER RIGHT, FILE NO. 1,999 was mailed postage
prepaid, first-class U.S. mail, to the following:

STEVEN K & DEBRA K AMES
PO BOX 21
LEOTI, KS 67861

/’

( DWR Staff

PC:  Garden City Field Office
Groundwater Management District No. 1
DOC - WTAP Program Administrator



