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Honey Sale Exemptions



OBJECTIVES

• Identify honey-related licensing exemption under new Kansas law.
• Recognize the requirements for the small beekeeper exemption. 
• Explain basic labeling and recordkeeping expectations for exempt 

honey sales.
• Identify KDA’s ongoing role in food safety oversight and complaint 

response.



OVERVIEW: HONEY SALES WITHOUT A LICENSE

• New exemptions related to honey sales and processing.
• Guidance applies to:
• Small beekeepers

• KDA retains authority to investigate food safety complaints.



HB2158 : SMALL BEEKEEPER LICENSE EXEMPTION

Requirements to Qualify
• Annual gross honey/honeycomb sales does not exceed $35,000.
• Sales records must be maintained and available upon request.
• Honey must:
• Originate from Kansas hives.
• Be packaged on the beekeeper’s property.
• Remain raw and unprocessed.



HB2158 : SMALL BEEKEEPER LICENSE EXEMPTION

Requirements to Qualify
• Labeled in English with:
• Beekeeper’s name, address and zip code.
• Net weight of the contents.
• Statement noting “Product not subject to routine inspection by the Kansas 

Department of Agriculture.”

• Honey and/or honeycombs are handled and packaged so they are kept 
safe, sanitary, and free from additional additives or contaminants.



KEY TAKEAWAYS

• Exemptions are limited to specific activities and conditions.
• KDA will continue to respond to complaints and food safety concerns. 
• Outreach materials and FAQs are being developed to support 

implementation.
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