KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE -- DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Water Conservation Area (WCA) Official Review

Review of the Consent Agreement and Order Designating a WCA

North Lead WCA: Wichita County, KS

January 2024 through December 2025

Review of Total Water Use of Water Rights Enrolled:
During the 2-year term of this WCA, water use was limited to 1,688.742 acre-feet (AF) for the 2-
year period irrigation use. The total water use reported annually, under the listed water rights,
during the term of this WCA are as follows:

2024 Use | 2025 Use Total WCA Unused WCA Allocation | Total WCA Limit (AF)
(AF) (AF) Use (AF) (AF)
701.516 662.893 1,364.41 324.33 1,688.74

Given these total water-use reports, the total average use during this WCA was 682.204 acre-feet.
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Review of Corrective Control Provisions:
This WCA had nine irrigation wells within its geographic boundaries which were used for
irrigation purposes. The corrective controls reviewed during this 2-year period were as follows:

e All water rights are limited to their annual authorized maximum rate of diversion and
annual authorized quantity.
e Water Right, File Nos. 8106, 12001, 13976, 13402, 22622, & 26246 are limited to 1,125
AF during the WCA period.
o This limitation was never exceeded as the wells only pumped a combined total of
840.091 AF throughout the 2-year WCA period. 284.909 AF was left unused.
e Water Right, File Nos. 7151, 11204, and 16257 are limited to 563 AF during the WCA 2-
year period.
o This limitation was never exceeded as the wells only pumped a combined total of
524.318 AF throughout the 2-year WCA period. 38.682 AF was left unused.
e Potential carryover of 1 year’s WCA allocation with subsequent WCA upon review and
approval.

As of the end of the 2025 calendar year, no adverse impacts have been noted, and no concerns
were received from nearby well/landowners.

Review of Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement:
During the period of this WCA, there were no compliance or enforcement issues relating to the

water rights and corrective controls of the management plan.

Review of Water Level Changes:

Below are the nearby observation wells documented in the management plan.
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Review of Economic Impacts:
No official economic reports have been published at this time.

Review of Public Interest:

The North Lead WCA has had no known appreciable negative impacts on public interest.
Conversely, it can be stated that the conservation of water along with extending the usable life of
the Ogallala Aquifer in that regional area, on the ground owned by North Lead, could have had a
positive impact on the public interest area.

Summary of Review by KDA-DWR:

It is determined that this WCA has met its goals throughout the designated term. This WCA
conserved nearly twenty percent of its WCA allocation; thereby saving more water beyond the
agreed original WCA terms. The owners of this WCA met all requirements of the WCA Consent
Agreement and Order and had no noncompliance issues with KDA-DWR. Any subsequent request

for a future WCA for potential implementation must be more restrictive than any current or future
LEMAs.
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