Washington County

Washington County Conservation District’s Annual Meeting is
highlighted with the Col Donald C Peterson Range Award and the Banker
Award. Each September the district kicks off the annual poster contest in the
seven county schools. Over 500 posters are received every year. The
conservation district presents trophies to the top 3 winners of the poster contest
in grades 1-8 at the annual meeting.

Washington County has a strong presence in the schools. This year
teachers were offered an ant farm, a worm farm, or an African dwarf frog habitat
to use in the classroom. Thirty-one animal habitats were given to classrooms
interested in the program. The conservation district also participates in Kids Ag
Day each May.

The KDHE Palmer Drinking Water Protection Program has grants
available for installing BMPs that will improve soil health and reduce the
amount of nutrients entering Palmer’s drinking water supply. This KDHE grant
has been well received by the landowners in the priority area. The conservation
district has administered two grants for $65,000.00 each and will be receiving a
third grant for $100,000.00 for the program.

Last year, Washington County contracted and paid out over $120,000 in
state-cost share funds for practices installed. They also administer contracts for
initiatives such as Grazinglands, Nutrient Management Initiatives, and KRPI.

District Board Chairman Trent Winter currently serves as an Advisor for
the KACD Board of Directors. The Washington County Conservation District

was organized in 1949.



