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In 2024, the Kansas equine sector reaffirmed the need for improved and new equine facilities 
across the state to support larger, multi-discipline events that drive local economic impact. 
Alongside this, several new priorities emerged, including expanding and promoting equestrian 
trail riding, developing emergency response protocols and equine handling training for first 
responders, and increasing entry-level participation through the “Here for Horses” campaign. 

Additional focus areas include reinforcing the classification of horses as livestock and 
evaluating the need for an equine extension specialist. There is strong support for the 
revitalization of live horse racing, which quickly became the top priority due to its significant 
potential for agricultural, tourism, and economic growth in Kansas.

Stakeholders in the Kansas equine industry will focus on the challenges that prevent growth, 
and will work to overcome them by input and discussion among key partners who are 
committed to long-term strategic growth. The strategic growth plan created through these 
collaborative efforts from both public entities and private stakeholders is critical to the future 
success of the equine industry in Kansas.

OVERVIEW
The Kansas equine industry is made up of many different types and uses 
of horses. Historically, horses were a significant part of the original cattle 
ranching infrastructure in Kansas. Horses remain an important part of the 
animal industry in Kansas today and opportunities exist to significantly 
expand support and visibility.

The need for current data to demonstrate the breadth and economic 
impact of the equine population in Kansas was met with the completion 
of an equine economic impact survey in 2021.
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•	 The Kansas State Fair has had arena improvements to 
insulation, lighting, heating, and air circulation in the Expo, 
making the venue more aesthetically pleasing. Year-round 
sales tax from any facility rentals across the campus are 
able to be retained by the KSF for improvements and 
maintenance as needed. 

•	 An equine economic impact survey was completed in 2021 
and provided useful data. The last report had been done in 
1996.

•	 American Royal plans are underway for a 5,000+ seat 
arena, over 300,000+ square feet of exhibition/stalling 
space, a flexible auxiliary arena space allowing for two 
side-by-side arenas or additional exhibition space, outdoor 
festival space, and a 40,000+ square foot high-end exhibit 
floor. The over one million indoor square feet facility will 
be able to accommodate 1,500 indoor, climate-controlled 
horse stalls and will host a variety of events year-round. 
Plans may also include an outdoor equestrian trail.

•	 The Topeka Stormont Vail Events Center–Domer Livestock 
Arena renovations completed renovations in 2022. The 
warmup arena was fully enclosed, water hydrants were 
added to every stall row, electrical drop downs were added 
to service every two stalls, the floor was groomed and 
leveled. Also, there was improved lighting to Domer Arena 
which will allow highlighting or dimming for special effects; 
large commercial fans were installed throughout the stall 
barn, warmup arena and Domer Arena for improved air 
circulation; and the café and restrooms were updated.

•	 The American Tobiano Horse Association, headquartered 
in Hutchinson, will host its first world show in 2027. Riders 
have the balance of 2025 and all of 2026 to qualify.

•	 The Bilbrey Family Event Center at Kansas State University 
will serve as a hub for animal sciences, featuring a 
multispecies competition arena designed to support 
teaching and youth extension programs in equine and 
livestock sciences. 

•	 2025 Kansas EquiFest in Salina attracted 13,500 attendees 
from 28 states and had an economic impact of $1.4 
million.

•	 A multipurpose arena and equestrian center in Colby 
will anchor a larger entertainment development. A state-
of-the-art arena will serve the rodeo and equestrian 
community with stables and an arena, positioning Colby as 
a regional hub for equine events and tourism.

•	 Kansas has reenergized its horse racing industry by 
passing key legislation (SB 21) that channels revenue from 
Historical Horse Racing machines into live-racing support 
funds. This paves the way for the reopening of Eureka 
Downs, launching up to 40 days of live racing by fall 2026. 
The funding will support breeding incentives, race purses, 
and facility upgrades.

The Kansas equine industry is vast, representing many 
different types and uses of horses. According to the latest 
equine economic impact survey, Kansas has a healthy 
number of horses and horse activities to maintain and offer 
growth potential in the industry.

While precise numbers on the economic impact of horses 
in Kansas are difficult to pinpoint, available data suggests 
the industry’s significance is often underestimated. The 
2021 Equine Economic Impact survey estimated the 
Kansas horse population at approximately 70,000 head 
valued at $260 million. However,  this figure may be 
conservative, as a single breed association reported 73,000 
registered horses in Kansas in the same year, exceeding the 
survey’s statewide estimate and highlighting the potential 
underestimation.

Although only a small percentage of the Kansas residents 
may own a horse, many identify as horse enthusiasts 
— people who participate in horse activities or attend 
horse events as spectators — further strengthening the 
industry’s economic footprint. The 2023 American Horse 
Council Economic Impact Study identified 345,000 horse 
enthusiasts in Kansas and reported 359,200 acres across 
the state are owned or leased specifically for horse-
related uses. This land use underscores the depth of 
the industry’s integration into Kansas’s agricultural and 
recreational landscape. Looking ahead, more frequent and 
comprehensive data collection would help ensure that 
industry insights remain relevant and reflective of current 
market conditions.
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