Water Quality Status Report from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment
to the Big Blue River Compact Administration - May 7, 2025

1. Existing Total Maximum Daily Loads
a. Total Phosphorus
i. Big Blue River above Tuttle Creek Lake
ii. Black Vermillion River
iii. Roubidoux, Horseshoe, and North Elm Creeks
iv. Little Blue River
v. Milland Rose Creeks
b. Bacteria
i. BigBlue River above Tuttle Creek Lake
ii. Black Vermillion River
iii. Fancy Creek
iv. Little Blue River
c. Atrazine - Tuttle Creek Lake and Watershed
d. Eutrophication
i. Tuttle Creek Lake (with Siltation)
ii. Centralia Lake
iii. Lake Idlewild
iv. Washington Co. State Fishing Lake

2. 2024 Impairment Listings — List Approved by EPA on September 23, 2024
a. Total Suspended Solids - Big Blue River
b. Biology
i. BigBlue River
ii. Black Vermillion & NF Black Vermillion Rivers
iii. Horseshoe Creek
iv. Spring Creek
c. Arsenic, Selenium, Lead
i. BigBlue River
ii. Black Vermillion River
iii. Roubidoux Creek
iv. Little Blue River
v. Milland Rose Creeks



3. Delistings

a.

o ao00T

Black Vermillion River — Total Suspended Solids
Horseshoe Creek — Total Suspended Solids
Little Blue River — Total Suspended Solids

Mill and Rose Creeks — Total Suspended Solids
Centralia Lake — Atrazine

Tuttle Creek Lake — Alachlor

4. Water Quality Standards

a.

b
c.
d

Latest Triennial Review Approved on March 31

. Human Health Criteria and Cadmium Criteria

Ammonia Variances Approved — Centralia only city with variance in BBB

. Ongoing discussion on variance process with EPA

5. Watershed Management

a.

b.

6. PFAS

Tuttle Creek WRAPS still a major program for non-point source

Soil Health has become the emphasis of Kansas to improve infiltration, build
organic matter content in soil, retain moisture content with improved water
quality as a side benefit

Trying to convert incentive programs to risk reduction for producers to try out
soil health practices, along with lowered fertilizer inputs

. Very little detections in streams in BBB

i. Big Blue River at Blue Rapids has the most compounds detected (5,
totaling 8.8 ng/l
ii. BigBlue River at Oketo has 4 compounds totaling 8.9 ng/l
iii. Little Blue River, Black Vermillion River and Mill Creek only see a single
PFBA detection, ranging from 1.1-2.7 ng/l
Tuttle Creek Lake only has PFBA at 3.8 ng/l
Fish Tissue, Biosolid Land Application, and Proposed Human Health Criteria
will be the biggest issues

7. Water Quality Studies

a.

Kansas State working with SAS on comprehensive analysis of water quality
data

8. Small Town Grants for Sewer and Water Infrastructure

a.
b.
c.

Narka - $339,000
Olsburg - $490,000
University Park - $1,962,000



