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Drought  

Drought improvements were recently most widespread across central and northwestern 
Kansas, with recent heavy rains. Still, despite the improvement in many areas, 60-day 
precipitation totals were under 25 percent of normal in southwestern Kansas with less than 
half of normal reported in parts of central Kansas. 

 

 

2025 Legislative Session  

SB 58: This bill cleans up the multi-use flex accounts and encourages water conservation 
by allowing irrigators to use water in dry years to make a crop, while using less water in wet 
years.  It also discourages the “use it or lose it” approach to water usage.   

HB2172: This bill established the Water Program Task Force to evaluate the state's water 
program and funding for such program and requiring the task force to establish a water 
planning work group and submit a report to the legislature and the governor. 

SB125: Provides an additional $6M annual investment to safeguard Kansas’ water supply; a 
$1.75M increase in matching funds for local conservation districts; and $3M for a pilot 
project to manage sedimentation in John Redmond Reservoir. 



HB2113: Increases annual funding from the state general fund for the State Water Plan by 
$20M, which will bring the total to $55M beginning July 1, 2025. 

HB2111: Increased the CREP acreage cap to 60,000 acres, clarified eligibility and criteria, 
allowing exceptions for specific conditions and modifying reporting requirements to cover 
the last five years. 

 
Local Enhanced Management Areas 

The two Local Enhanced Management Areas (LEMAs) in Northwest Kansas were renewed 
for 5 years in 2022 and will run January 1, 2023, through December 31, 2027. 

The Wichita County LEMA will be in eƯect through December 31, 2025.  Discussions on 
renewal are underway, and renewal is likely to occur. 

In April of 2023, the remaining four counties in Western Kansas GMD 1 were approved for a 
LEMA which started in January of this year and ends in 2027. 

 

Results from the two LEMAs (in NW Kansas) that have completed at least their first five-
year period continue to show that producers continue to conserve more than originally 
targeted. In Sheridan County, users saved 24% versus pre-LEMA usage even during the 
recent drought period. 

 
 



Hays/Russell Water Transfer 

The cities of Hays and Russell are seeking to transfer water from Edwards County, 
approximately 70 miles to the south. Under Kansas law the transfer must be permitted 
under both the normal water right process and an additional transfer hearing process.  

In 2018, the chief engineer approved changing the existing water rights from irrigation to 
municipal with some additional limitations to ensure the water supply is sustainable. A 
local group is opposed to the changes and challenged the decision in district court. In June 
of 2022 the district court judge found that the change was completed appropriately and 
ruled primarily for the state. The issue has been appealed to the Kansas Supreme Court 
with briefings underway.  

The second part of the process was started in October of 2022 with the initiation of the 
hearing panel to evaluate the public interest of approval or denial of moving the water.  
While the project is advancing toward final approval and implementation, it continues to 
navigate legal challenges and interim water supply concerns. 

 
Rattlesnake Creek/Quivira National Wildlife Refuge 

In February of 2023, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service requested that their senior water right to 
serve the refuge be protected and upstream rights administered. DWR informed the 
USFWS and local stakeholders that administration would not take place in 2023, but that 
we would have a durable solution in place starting in 2024. There are over 1,400 upstream 
junior wells with a significant number of them depleting streamflow which supports the 
senior surface water right.  
 
DWR established an administration plan to curtail the junior water rights to help reduce 
additional streamflow depletions as the first step to remedy the impairment.  That was an 
approximate 30% reduction in use for a total of 14,000 acre-feet reduction in use in the 
basin.   
 
The chief engineer implemented a working group consisting of the USFWS, farm groups, 
the GMD, the Audubon, the Nature Conservancy and congressional staƯ.  The USFWS 
agreed that measurable progress is to implement the 14,000 acre-feet reduction over a 5-
year time frame.   

The chief engineer secured $7 million in state water plan funds to help with water right 
leases, buy-outs and augmentation.  There have been several water rights leased and that 
met the first-year goal of measurable progress.  DWR has also implemented a pilot 
augmentation project and leased two irrigation water rights and pumped them directly into 



the stream.  This has been a success.  StaƯord County has stepped up to be a local leader 
on this project.   

 
Water Injection Dredging of Tuttle Creek Lake 

USACE, with funding from both the Federal Government and the State of Kansas, awarded 
a dredging contract to Michels Corporation in 2024.  The dredge is currently under 
construction at a location in Topeka.  The prefabricated components will be assembled on-
site at Tuttle Creek Lake in early August, with the dredging demonstration set to begin in 
mid-August.  The dredging test will last 10 days in August 2025, another 10 days in October 
2025, and a 3rd test in Spring 2026.  An Environmental Assessment with an accompanying 
Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan for the demonstration was developed by 
USACE in coordination with KWO, KDHE, USGS, K-State, and others.   

On a related note, USACE is putting together a Midwest Regional Sedimentation Summit on 
September 25th-26th, 2025, in Manhattan, KS.  This summit will feature presentations by 
several national reservoir sedimentation experts, as well as a tour of a Water Injection 
Dredge in conjunction with the demonstration.  Please reach out to 
Michael.P.Mansfield@usace.army.mil if you are interested in attending the Summit. 


