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STATE OF KANSAS
BEFORE THE DI VI SI ON OF WATER RESOURCES
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE

In the Matter of the )

Cty of Wchita's Phase Il )

Aqui fer Storage and ) Case Nunber
Recovery Project in Harvey ) 18 WATER 14014
And Sedgw ck Counti es, )

Kansas. )

Pursuant to K. S. A 8la-1901
and K. A R 5-14-3a.

PUBLI C HEARI NG

This nmatter cane on for Public Hearing
bef ore the Honorable Presiding Oficer Constance
C. Onen for the Division of Water Resources of
the State of Kansas, at Hal stead, Kansas, before
Rachelle Smth, a Certified Shorthand Reporter
of Kansas, on Decenber 13, 2019, at 9:01 a.m
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APPEARANCES

Vari ous nenbers of the general

were i n attendance.

public
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State of Kansas - Division of Water Resources Kansas Department of

PROCEEDI NGS

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Good nor ni ng,
everyone. Wl cone. Thank you for comng. M
nane i s Connie Onen and | amthe presiding
officer for the Cty of Wchita's request to
nodi fy their aquifer storage and recovery
project, Phase 2 permts. This is the infornal
public comrent period, and | amvery happy to
see all of you here. | want to hear what each
one of you has to say.

Il will give you a little bit of update
and tell you a little bit about how this wll go
this norning. W are on the record. W have a
court reporter here who is recording your
comrent s, because | take notes but ny notes
aren't perfect. So this will allow ne to review
your comments very carefully later when | am
preparing ny decision.

Today's date, for the record, is
Decenber 13, 2019. And it's about five after
ni ne o' clock in the norning.

I f you have previously submtted
witten comments then those are already in the

record, and I wll carefully consider those.
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You are welcone to resubmt, but you don't have
to. If you would also like to submt witten
comments, please do so, and there are directions
for how to do that on the D vision of Water
Resource's website. You can do that by regul ar
postal mail or by Ecmail. O if you want to

| eave sone here today, that's okay, too.

As sone of you may know, the first part
of this week, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday we
conducted the beginning of the formal phase of
t he hearing where the parties and the attorneys
present their information. W did not get
finished. So that has been continued to a date
to be determned. So that didn't finish and
we'll have to finish that up at a | ater date.
But | definitely wanted to keep this date this
nmor ni ng for your comments. And seeing all of
you here | amvery glad | did.

I amgoing to call out nanes, just to
make it sinple in the order of the sign up
sheet. If you just cane to listen and you don't
want to speak, just wave ne off. And that's
fine. | wll go to the next nane.

When you conme up to speak pl ease cone

to the mc here at the front at the podi um and
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careful ly speak your nane. Qur court reporter
m ght need you to spell it. And please say your
addr ess.

Are there any questions about how this
Is going to go before we get started? Okay.
No. Geat.

The first nanme on the list is Brad
Banz.

MR BANZ: Brad Banz, B-R-A-D, B-A-NZ.
Il live at 609 Union Park Grcle in Colwch,
67030.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER. Pl ease go ahead.

MR. BANZ: So | have sone |land, | have
an 80 and it is in Section 27, township 23,
range 4 West, and that's in Reno County. And
that's roughly along U S. 50 west of Burrton.
So | have also, | livein, as | said, | live in
Colwch so | served the Cty of Colwch for 35
years as a firefighter and fire chief there. So
| think I can probably speak for the city there.
W have two wells, city wells and we have rights
for another one. So, you know, we are | ooking
Wi th nervous anticipation what's going to go on
in this hearing today.

So goi ng back to the well on ny
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property, ny uncle, Ednond C. Banz, drilled that
irrigation well back in 1986. And when he did
so, looking at the water well records then, the
static water level at that point in tinme was six
feet. Last year we had to go back in and recase
the well. The water well drilling firmthat did
this they neasured that, | was out there when

they did that, the static level at that tine was
20 feet. So that's a significant drop in the
| evel s.

Now, | took over in 2007, | inherited
the ground in 2007. So | amon the | earning
curve, | ama layperson. | don't knowif this
has any engi neering basis or not, but | would
say froma lay person's standpoint that that
woul d be a significant drop in the surface water
level. And to nme that would equate to a
| owering of the water |l evel in the Equus Beds.

So also talking to the drillers from
this particular water well drilling conpany,

t hey said that they have been out in an area
sout h of Hutchi nson and they have had to go in
and drill several other wells, deepening the

| evel of these wells because of the | owering of

the level in the Equus Beds.
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So based on the information that | have
seen, and from ny own experience, and from
listening to the water well driller, | would
li ke to make the follow ng requests to the
hearing officer. And that is, nunber one, that
the Gty of Wchita be allowed to draw out only
water credited to it that the Gty has injected
in, plus, you know, of course whatever they have
the rights to. And basically what | am sayi ng
Is, do not give the City of Wchita extra water
credits in the Equus Beds for water that it is
directly punping fromthe Little Arkansas Ri ver
to Wchita.

Nunber two, that the board nmake the
nost conservative ruling concerning punping
bel ow t he 1993 | evels and keep the punping | evel
at the sane levels. Don't allowthe Gty to go
any deeper.

And nunber three, if the hearing
of ficer decides to take other action, other than
keepi ng the punping level as is, that they or
t he chief, you, yourself, or the chief engineer,
nane an i ndependent third party engineering firm
to study further to determne a safe level to

whi ch the |l evel can be punped. The Gty of
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Wchita would agree to pay for all expenses to
do this.

And finally, ny closing statenent, |
woul d i ke to encourage the hearing officer not
to take any drastic actions until a reasonable
solution can be reached. Just to | ook at what
has happened in the Ogallala aquifer it has been
grossly m smanaged to the point of no return and
| don't want to see the sane thing happen in the
Equus Beds. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Next nanme is Jeff Lanterman.

MR. LANTERMAN:  Not hi ng from ne.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Beth Vannatt a.

MS. VANNATTA: Vannatta, it wasn't the
nane | was born with. Spell it V-AANNAT-T-A
and | live at 14001 West U.S. Hi ghway 50 in the
Hal st ead area.

Ckay, | have two short comments to
make. | believe or listened to a description
here of tree rings as a record of droughts. And
the informati on was based on an excerpt from
Col orado. In 1854 Kansas territory was open for
settlenent. Until then this country was a vast

prairieland with alnost no trees. There is a
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mar ked di fference between the tree covered
nmount ai ns of Col orado and this Prairieland. And
there is a wide di stance separating us as well.

| don't believe you can rely on tree
ring interpretation from Col orado to determ ne
| ong term our Kansas droughts. Wchita is
selling water to 14 entities. Ten are adjacent
cities, three are rural water districts, and the
final, the ChisholmCreek Uility Authority.
There is nothing to say that this sales area
wi Il not increase.

El Dorado is less than 30 mles
nort heast of Wchita. Their water source is
El Dorado Lake, which is roughly the sane size
as Cheney Lake, fromwhich Wchita draws. But
there is a drip difference. El Dorado Lake is a
grassland |l ake. It does not have the silt
probl emthat Cheney has. Their water is also
avai l able for sale, and they would like to sale
to Wchita. Wen you add profit to the water
equation it becones a bit nore dicey, is it need
or is it agreed?

But we who live directly above the
Equus Beds still have the need. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, nm'am
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Next is Josh Carm chael

MR. CARM CHAEL: Passi ng.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Bret Jacob. Another pass. Steven MLoud,
anot her pass. Tonya (sic) Bulla.

MS. BULLA: Good norning, ny nane is
Toyia Bulla, T-O-Y-1-A, B-UL-L-A | live at
203 North Devinshire Avenue in Bentl ey.

First --

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  Sorry | got your
nanme w ong.

MS. BULLA: That's okay, everybody
does. | amnot worried. Thank you for hol ding
t hese hearings in our area so we can cone and
speak to you. | appreciate that very nuch. |
have a donestic well where | live in Bentley. |
al so own a ranch four mles west of Bentley in
which ny famly farmhas a well there to serve
| i vest ock.

| wote witten comments back in
February and | cane to portions of the hearings
this week, as nuch as ny other comm tnents would
allow ne to trying to have an open nmi nd so that
| could hear both parties. | have lived in

Wchita many years of ny professional career. |
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grew up in this area, this rural area, and now I
am back in this rural area. | have friends in
Wchita, friends in this area, | want us to cone

to a solution for all parties invol ved.

I want to have an open m nd and |
|istened to the Cty's presentation, part of it,
not all of it, |I couldn't cone to the whole
thing. | also listened to the cross exam nati on
of sone of those witnesses. And | didn't see, |
didn't hear anything that allayed ny concerns
about what this will do to the Equus Beds and
how it will inpact ny wells and the wells of ny
nei ghbors and the farners in this area.

I amstill concerned that it has | ong
termram fications to this particul ar water
source, particularly because of the chloride
pl une that could cone in, weakening the
hydrol ogi cal barrier. | amvery concerned about
that. | heard the Cty of Wchita, | believe
M. Pajor, nentioned that he was open to sone
restrictions on when they could w thdraw t hose
credits, the water fromthose credits, but |
didn't see that in the original proposal. And
it's, | believe his comment was he woul d wel cone

t hose kinds of restrictions, but | find that a
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little insincere if it wasn't in the original
proposal .

| don't believe, fromwhat | heard,
that the City of Wchita nade a concerted effort
to | ook for other sources of water outside of
t he Equus Beds that could serve those purposes,
and the need to fulfill that need.

The bottomline, Ms. Ownen, is that
nobody knows what the future holds for this
area, or any other area. Nobody can predict the
weat her and what years we m ght have a drought
and what years we m ght have surplus water
Only the Lord God knows that. And this is a
difficult decision for you, and |I don't envy
your place in having to make this
reconmrendati on, but | pray that you would listen
to us and ask the Lord for guidance in this
situati on because only He can really give us the

best possible outlook for all parties. Thank

you.
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, nmm'am
Tommy Logue.
MR LOGUE: M nane is Tomry Logue,
spelled T-OMMY, L-OGUE | live at 303
North Garden Avenue in Burrton, Kansas. | have
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been in this area for 86 years, except for the
time that Uncle Samrequired ny services. | was

raised in Bentley, and at the tine that | think
| was about 14 Wchita put in two wells on the
nort hwest and northeast corners of the section
that's occupied by Bentley. They cone around
and explained to us that it wouldn't | ower our
water | evel at that tine.

W had a well in our house. It was on
a joint of pipe eight feet deep with punp point.
We had plenty of water. They punped those wells
for 24 hours to test them and the next norning
we got up and we had no water. WAasn't going to
| ower our water table, but we had no water.

Vel l, they brought us water bottles on a cradle,
famly of five is supposed to get ready for
school and do our daily chores on five gallons
of water for each day.

Finally they cone out and drilled us a
well, and | have forgotten now how far they said
t hey went, but it was considerably deeper than
our well was to begin with. So they, they
lowered it a lot. And it's continued to stay
t hat way.

I live in the, practically on Main
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Street in Burrton and | had a well that was at
27 foot of water in it when | noved in. |
haven't neasured it lately, but two years ago |
wat ered ny garden with that water and every
plant died. | had to go get a knee operation so
| didn't finish raising a garden that year.

Last year | put out a garden and watered it,
again it died.

So | took ny water in and had it
tested. It tested two kinds of salt extrenme, so
the water, the salt presunme has passed ne by
considerably. So their punmping is bringing that
salt plune right on in to what was good water.
| don't know what they do with that, but it's
unusable for me. They continue to do this and
the City of Burrton's water is soon going to be
polluted with water, | nean with salt. And
that's going to be a real hazard for the people
that live in that area.

If we continue to do this, many of the
farmers that's irrigating is going to have an
extrene problemw th their crops when they are
trying to irrigate with saltwater. And this is
t he bread basket area for the State of Kansas,

if it continues to operate this way, there may
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be a | ot of hungry peopl e going on.

This whole thing reminds ne of a little
boy that comes out on the porch and he has an
i ce-cream cone in his hand. And the big bully
down the street sees he has an ice-cream cone,
cones down and takes it away fromhim The
daddy's not around any nore and he has no big
brothers, so he has to do nothing but stand
t here and watch himeat his ice-cream Nothing
he can do about it. |It's kind of the way |I fee
about this program | hope we could do
sonet hi ng about it. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, sir.

Rut h Jacob.
M5. JACOB: Good norning. | am Ruth
Jacob, RUT-H J-A-COB. | live at 9317

Sout hwest 72nd, Sedgw ck. And | have been here
for the past three days and | want to say | do
appreci ate the fact that you have created a
rel axed at nosphere for people, that has been
ni ce.

| want to say that ny famly has |ived
in and around Hal stead for four generations. M
great grandfather hel ped found this church in

1875, and we have been stewards of the Equus
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Beds aquifer for nearly 150 years. | hope that
we can continue to be stewards for many
generations to cone.

| spent ny childhood on a farmthree
mles north of Hal stead, and | now |live four
m | es sout heast of Hal stead. M husband is a
retired farner, but we own and |ive on a quarter
section with two donestic wells, one at the
house, one at the farmshop and it is used to
water cattle in a snmall feedlot. W also have a
wel | that supplies our irrigation pivot system

Now, when | was a little girl we were
taught not to waste water, or anything else. W
got our toothbrushes wet, we shut the faucet
of f, brushed our teeth, and we rinsed our nouth
out with a couple of sips of water out of a
glass. W shared bath water. W watered
fl owers, when needed, and gardens. And didn't
use the water on the | awn or anything that was
deened to be unnecessary, because we needed the
water for the livestock and for our hones. That
was nost i nportant.

Now, havi ng an anpl e supply of good
water is the nost inportant thing needed when

people want to sell a house or when they want to
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build a house. W need to have good quality
wat er and we need to have a quantity of water.
Over punping of the Equus Beds al so is all ow ng
the chloride to nove further to the east. And
if it comes too much further it is going to get
into the well field, it's going to cover a
bi gger area. And it is going to change
everybody's Iives around here forever.

All of us that live or own | and above
t he Equus Beds need the water to raise the crops
to feed the world and to feed |livestock. The
Cty of Wchita generously said they would drill
new wel | s or deepen existing ones to nake sure
everyone has water, but do they have any idea
what that would cost? Do they know how long it
woul d take? And would they be willing to be
di srupted fromtheir daily life, |ike our
famlies and farns would be? It would be days
or weeks while we would wait on the drillers.
And farnmers cannot be w thout water for even one
day.

Many of the wells around here are very
shallow, so the disaster of the wells going dry
during a 1% drought is real because the city

woul d be pulling so nuch extra water . | know
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of many wells around here, and it's record on
the Internet, that are only at about 30 feet.

Another thing that's a concern is
that the City would get 120,000 additional acre
feet of water to use in tinmes of the 1% drought
and farners that |ive and farm above the Equus
Beds have been deni ed any new all ocation for
wat er since the early 1980s. The G oundwat er
Managenent District Nunmber 2 was forned to deal
with the problem of having been over
appropriated for a nunber of years. They know
t he proposal coul d be disastrous because of the
over appropriation, and have said it shoul dn't
be al | owed.

Agriculture, which is our main thing
right here in the mddle of Kansas, is Anerica's
bread and butter. 1In fact, it really is the
Cty of Wchita's bread and butter. W provide
food for them too. Sonething of this nagnitude
Wth so many uncertainties just shouldn't be
allowed by the District of Water Resources, a
governi ng body of the Kansas Departnent of
Agriculture, that governs the use and all ocation
of the state's water resources.

It is understandable that Wchita wants
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to keep their custoners happy; but we, too, need
to be happy. The Equus Beds al ready has the
best stewards possible. They have the
G oundwat er Managenent District Nunber 2 team
and they have all of the residents and
| andowners that are above the Equus Beds. Thank
you very much for your tine.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, nm'am
Al an Jackson, waiving off. Mrle Cale House,
pass, okay. And | am having trouble with this
next name. | think it's soneone with you,
Myrle. You are passing also. GCkay. And we
have a Roger? | amhaving a hard tinme reading
this. You pass. Another pass.

Represent ati ve Stephen Onens.

MR OWNENS: Good norning, Mdame
Chai r woman. My nane is Stephen, S-T-E-P-H E-N,
OWE-NS, | am Representative for the 74th
South District. | live at 306 South Hoover Road
I n Hesston, Kansas; and also have land in rural
Har vey County.

Thank you very nuch for the opportunity
to be here today. And thank you very nuch for
the work that you are doing, | knowit is a

daunti ng task.
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As representative of the majority of
the people in this room| amhonored to be here
and stand here and ask just a sinple few
questions that | think needs to be answered
before action is taken. And | recognize that
action has been del ayed as the result of not
getting through all of the formal testinony.

My first question is, are passive
recharge credits even legal? As | understand
what the City of Wchita is proposing it is to
create a new type of recharge credit. | have
asked the | egislative research departnent of the
State of Kansas that very question, and yet to
receive an answer. So | want to ensure that if
a decision such as this is nade that it's within
the statutory all owance that the State of Kansas
currently has.

Do we know t he consequences of droppi ng
the aquifer below the '93 levels? |Is there true
testing? |Is there independent third party work
t hat has been done so we truly understand the
consequences of those actions. You see in the
state | egislature we often do things and create
uni nt ended consequences of which we have the

responsibility to go back and fi x.
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Unfortunately if we don't know the consequences
of those | evels being dropped and ultimtely
what it may do to that salt plune and where it
may nove. Those are uni ntended consequences
where we don't have the right or the ability to
go back and fi x.

As | have had the opportunity to study
and to understand this issue, it is ny belief,
and ny under standi ng, that nore research needs
to be done. That nobre questions need answered
and that we need to | ook at this possibly even
on a state |level through legislation in the
event that these passive recharge credits are
deci sions that are nmade need to be statutory
| egal .

Wth that, | want to offer ny tinme and
my commtnment to this organization, to you, in
anything that | can do to help you and your
work, the Gty of Wchita, in finding the
answers that they need, because | certainly
don't want to mnimze the inportance of what
they are doing in watching out for their
residents, but | also don't want to minimze the
I mportance of the residents of Harvey County and

t hose farners.
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You see we can go about 40 days w t hout
food, but only three days w t hout water and
water is one of the nbst precious resources that
we have. | stand commtted to hel ping. Thank
you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
David Stroberg. Pass. Esley Schmdt. Do |
have that right?

MR SCHM DT: | am Esl ey Schm dt,
E-S-L-E-Y.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: | apol ogi ze for
getting your nane w ong.

MR SCHM DT: M address is 736 Eagle
in Walton, Kansas. W are out in the country
about five and a half mles away fromthere.

We had a spring in our pasture years
ago, and | suppose the spring is still there,
but there was a cenent encasenent around the
wat er and | went back Tuesday to see how nuch
water was still there, and the only water that |
could find was little patches around the cenent
encasenent that they built years ago. Around
t he spring.

Now, at that tinme, or all the tine that

| renenber, there was a pond of water bel ow the
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spring that | don't renenber that it ever got
dry, even during the dry periods. | went by
there all the way and there was not a single
drop of water anywhere for about a quarter of a
mle. Now, we live up on a hill, the water

| evel there, well, the well is about 90 feet
deep and the water is hard as rock, whereas the
pond water, the spring water is very soft.

O course we have, water has been
confiscated al ready years ago, of course not
avai |l abl e any nore, but we do still have a
little bit of water in the 90 foot deep well
that's on the farnstead, but as far as the
spring being of nmuch value to us any nore i s not
because we had to change your nethod of our
pl unbi ng, because it isn't produci ng enough
wat er any nore for all the cattle that we have
In the pasture. So we have to start putting up

the hay in bales.

And now, of course, | amso old now
that | don't do nuch farm ng any nore, but | can
still work on the place at age 92 and 93, | am
| amstill alive where a lot of ny friends are
dead. | hope that the Gty of Wchita is not

allowed to confiscate all the rest of the water
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t hat we have, even though we were al ready not
able to use nuch of it because it's too, too | ow
in the spring. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
M chael Koehn.

MR KOEHN: Koehn.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Koehn, sorry. M
gl asses don't help nme as much as | |ike.

MR KCEHN. May | give a you a copy it
cites sone references.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Sur e.

MR, KOEHN: M chael, MI-CGH A-E-L,
Koehn, and you spell it K-OE-HN M address
IS 15425 Sout hwest 72nd Street, Hal st ead.

| would like to take this tinme to tell
you a little bit about ny famly and how it
i npacts ny famly. M nane is M chael Koehn and
I have taken off of work this week to attend
t hese hearings because of the inportance to ny
famly and community of Hal stead and Harvey
County. | live and farmin Lakin Township
sout hwest of Halstead. | amal so a nenber of
t he Harvey County Pl anni ng and Zoni ng
Conmm ssi on, so you can see how | have a vested

interest in the future of Harvey County.
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My famly arrived in the Hal stead area
130 years ago, things were a little bit
different on the prairie back then. They lived
and worked in the area sout hwest of Hal stead.

I n good years they cel ebrated the harvest. In
bad years they nearly starved to death. M
famly nmenbers are listed in Cutler's Hi story of
Kansas as pioneers. One, Kate Hess, ny great,
great grandfather's sister, lived and raised her
famly w th her husband, Adam The ot her was
Kat hryn Frey, and she honmestead in Barton
County, was the first Native Anerican woman in
that county. These pioneers knew they woul d
fight drought, floods and nother nature, but

t hese pi oneers could never have i magi ned that
one day they would be fighting with their

nei ghbors to the south in Sedgw ck County for
their very existence using the water which is
every conmunity's |ife bl ood.

The incredible part of this dynamc is
that the City of Wchita wants to w t hdraw nore
wat er than the original agreenent that they
agreed to states. Not to sustain their own
citizens' use but to sell it to other

communi ti es.
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According the H gh Pl ains Journa
article of July 17, 2018, by Any Bickel, the
City of Wchita was selling water at that tine
to 11 other communities of 77,000 people. This
is incredible to ne as it is well known that the
Burrton salt plunme is approaching fromthe west
and mgration of the chloride fromthe Big
Arkansas River toward Hal stead fromthe south.

According to the article published by
t he Kansas Geol ogi cal Society Open File Report
2012, water quality data was assenbl ed for
Groundwat er Managenent District 2 using its
nonitoring wells, irrigation wells and nuni ci pal
wells inthe Gty of Wchita. According to this
data it was determ ned that the Burrton salt
pl une has m grated eastward and in to the deeper
part of the aquifer with tinme. The front of the
plune, as indicated by the 500 ng/litre chloride
I sosurface is only one mle fromthe nearest
muni ci pal supply well in the Wchita well field.

According to the United States
CGeol ogi cal Society article of August 7, 2014,
artificial recharge by actually injecting water
into the aquifer fromthe Little Arkansas Ri ver

wll raise groundwater |evels, increase storage
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volune in the aquifer and deter or slow down the
pl une of chloride brine approaching the Wchita
well field fromthe Burrton area, which was
caused by oil production activities in the
1930s. They al so note that the approachi ng high
chloride water fromthe south by the Arkansas
Ri ver has the sanme requirenents of the need for
actual injection of water in to the aquifer, not
sinmply taking water or earning credits for not
doi ng so.

Even though the Gty of Wchita has
subm tted nunerous nodels and tables at this
hearing, it's still evident they are not sure
t hey know what they are doi ng hundred percent by
the large ASR water reclamation pit on Sout hwest
36th Street, which is a total failure and has
trees growing up in inside of it. They have
abandoned the pit and left it as an eyesore to
the conmunity, which serves as a testinony that
all things can't be nodel ed or tabled.

Madane Officer, part of ny famly cane
west on the Oregon trail to a little town just
south of the trail in Whbster County, Nebraska
called Blue H Il in the 1800s. Hi s nane was

Henry Wagener, Sr., and he was ny great, great
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great grandfather. And he was the father of ny
great grandfather, Henry Wagener, Jr. He began
farm ng and was successful until three years of
sust ai ned drought destroyed the | and and the
wells ran dry which pronpted a nass exodus from

t hat ar ea.

Henry Wagener, Jr., heard of the
plentiful water in the Hal stead area and deci ded
to bring his famly to Hal stead by wagon. They
| oaded everything they owned into the wagon and
started out for Halstead fromthe Nebraska
border. He cane that distance with his w fe,
Theresa, and ny great grandnother, Anna, and
twn, who were four years old at the tine.

They wal ked the entire di stance because
there was no roomin the wagon for Theresa and
for the two four year-old twins. It took thema
nonth to get here from Nebraska. By that tine
they were down to one set of clothes that they
washed every night and hung up to dry for the
next day. Anna married ny great grandfather,
Dave Lentz, and they homest eaded sout hwest of
t own, where they had ny grandnother, Marie.

In the 1930s ny nother was born in the

dust bowl days to Anna's granddaughter Marie and
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her husband, d arence Farber. They farned near
ny other relatives on a farm sout hwest of
Hal stead. My grandparents, ny nother and her
little brother nearly starved to death after
t hree years of drought in the 1930s. They | ost
their farmdue to the |ack of water that they
had worked so hard for and had to nove to town
or starve. This affected ny nother to the point
t hat she woul d hid canned goods, cans of food
all over the house because she never wanted to
be hungry agai n.

Madane O ficer, ny famly really
doesn't want to be forced off our |and again and
have to nove, which very well could happen if
our wells go dry or the mgration of salt from
the Burrton area isn't stopped by enforcenent of
the original water rights agreenents which the
Cty of Wchita agreed to and cal |l ed for actual
I njection of water into the aquifer, not sinply
getting credits for not taking water.

The Gty of Wchita has voiced no
expl anation of what they would do or if there
woul d be conpensation if the wells do go dry and
cannot be redrilled or the Burrton salt plune

continues its inevitable narch and cont am nat es
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donestic wells.

Madane Officer, the citizens of Harvey
County aren't asking for anything extra or
special treatnent, just that the Gty of Wchita
be asked to honor the agreenent that they agreed
upon. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Sar ah Koehn.

MS.  KOEHN: Pass.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: | think our next
person, the |l ast nane is Durner.

MS. DURNER: Good norning. M nane is
Rosa, Rosetta, RO S-E-T-T-A, Durner, just like
turner wwth a Db DU R N E R

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: | am sorry,
pl ease repeat the | ast nane.

M5. DURNER: DU RNER

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: | was way off.
Thank you.

M5. DURNER: | live at 300 North
Sedgwick in Burrton. | amwork in the bank in
the Burrton and | |listen to custonmers' concerns
and conplaints all day. They are very concerned
about the salt plunme and the di mnishing water.

W see the water in the river dry up, it used to
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be a river, nowit's becom ng sandbars. | am
not as well prepared as sone of the others here.
| just want you to know ny concerns and ny
custoners. | own farmand. So | thank you for
your tine.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, nm'am
Frank Har per.

MR HARPER: | do have a copy. It has
my name and address on it. | wll repeat it
t hough. Thanks. My nane is Frank Harper, ny
address is 8426 South Ri dge Road, Sedgw ck,
Kansas. | amnot very good at follow ng a
script, never have been, but | did attenpt to
wite sone notes here to try to keep ny conments
f ocused.

Good nmorning. M nane is Frank Harper,
| live approximately one mle north of the town
of Sedgwi ck in Harvey County. | ama farner and
rancher. | served on the GVD-2 board from 2000
t hrough 2009. M comments this norning are
primarily based on ny tine on the GVD-2 board
during approval and inplenentation of Phase 1
City of Wchita's aquifer storage and recovery
project, as well as learning information nore

recently regarding Wchita's current proposal.
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My guess would be that there is no one
Iin this roomtoday that doesn't respect the Cty
of Wchita's responsibility to provide a safe
drinking water supply to the citizens of
Wchita, as well as other uses of water within
the Gty. W understand that the Cty has
approxi mately 40,000 acre feet of water wthin
t he Equus Beds aquifer to conplinent the supply
of water they have access to from Cheney
reservoir.

What does concern many of us is it
seens to be Wchita's constant strategy to
redefine water and it's nethod of capturing
storage. Their effort in doing this seens to be
to gain increasingly nore and nore of the
preci ous resource in ways only all owed by them
and not other water users. Their process for
doing this seens to be to continue to hire | arge
engineering firns |like Burns & McDonnell to
attenpt to legitimze these strategi es and
tactics.

Wien Phase 1 of the ASR project was
approved, GWD 2, and the Cty of Wchita, agreed
to several key factors that would set the

paraneters not only for Phase 1, but also for
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subsequent phases. The board and the ot her
st akehol ders of the district felt that the MOU
that was created was entered in to in good faith
by all parties. Now it seens that the Cty has
decided to take a different approach and go
agai nst the MU they entered in to with GVD 2.

Thi s abandonnment of the MJU has
resulted in their attenpt to change the rules
and regul ations to better suit their objectives
and ultimately change the permit conditions as
set forth in Phase 1 of the ASR project.
Count | ess hours were spent by the GQvD-2 board,
GVD-2 staff and nunerous ot her stakehol ders
during Phase 1 permtting to arrive at key
poi nts of agreenment, such as using the 1993
aqui fer levels for baseline storage capacity.
Two, not all owi ng passive recharge credits.

And, three, the establishnment of the hydraulic
barrier to slow the salt novenents fromthe
Burton brine contam nation area.

To ny understanding, all three of these
key points have sinply been abandoned by the
City inits current proposal. Perhaps the Gty
f orgot sonewhere al ong the way that nother

nature is far superior for replenishing the
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shal | ow aqui fer than nulti-mllion dollar
Infrastructures, paid for by taxpayer noney.

So why wouldn't the citizens and the
st akehol ders of the district feel betrayed and
upset by Wchita's recent approach? It seens as
t hough when the Gty so-call ed engi neers net hods
of capturing storage don't work, they sinply
abandon their agreenents.

In addition, to this an increasingly
frustrating part is what seens to be the
D vi si on of Water Resources assistance and
support for the Gty of Wchita for doing such.
There is reason for concern when citizens |ose
faith in their governnent entities to be
unbi ased and fair to all parties. This recent
approach by the Cty of Wchita, with what
appears to be the assistance of DWWR to i gnore
| egiti mate questi ons and concerns fromthe
citizens and stakeholders in GVD 2, gives
|l egitimate reasons for Kansans to lose faith in
their state and its agencies. | certainly hope
that this is not the result of this hearing
pr ocess.

Since | need to ad lib alittle bit, |

woul dn't feel right if I didn't. You know, |
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don't think anyone here is anticity. W all
benefit frommany of the things that the city
provides to us, whether it's going to eat dinner
or participating in retail and everything el se
that goes with the city. But there's a |ot that
the city benefits fromthe stakeholders in this
district. The ag econony, the industry that's
out here in the district, the people that |ive
out here, use the water, drink the water, that
patroni ze the city in many, nmany ways.

| thought back a little bit fromny
time serving on the board, which |I enjoyed
I mensely, it was a discussion we had wth, it
was a different municipality, but it was a
situati on where an engineering firmhad cone in
and built a couple of well houses to basically
for the well infrastructure to supply the city
water. Well, in the process they didn't allow
for enough roomto neter the water com ng out of
t hi s buil di ng.

So ultimately they cane to the board
and asked, well, we basically m s engi neered
this and can you guys help us out? And I
remenber sitting there thinking, well, here |

am a farnmer and a rancher in this comunity
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sitting on a board volunteering ny tine, and I
am bei ng asked to fix a problemthat an
engi neering firmhad created, that they were
paid well for by a city to provide water to its
citizens. And | thought to nyself at that point
in time, it cane to mnd that's not what we are
here to do. That's not what we are here to do.

And | | ook at this situation, and |
think about, and it's not near as good as
exanple with the gentleman with the ice-cream
cone, but | thought here we are, the city has
basically swng for the fence for this project.
They swung as hard as they could thinking all of
this, it was all going to work, but at best they
got a base hit.

And now they are asking the citizens
and stakeholders of this district to say, hey,
woul d you go ahead and make that honme run for us
because we spent a hell of a |l ot of nobney here
to make this honme run work and we only got a
base hit. And that's the only thing that
bot hers nme about this whol e process.

It seens to ne there has been an
unw | I i ngness for the city to sit down, and

possibly DWR as well, with the stakehol ders and
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with the district and say |isten, how can we
make this good for all of us, not just a one
si ded approach to benefit the city and try to
recapture and nmake this whol e process of
spending mllions and mllions of dollars whole

for them That's ny comments, thank you very

much.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you. Dar cy
W\éni nger ?

MS. VENI NGER:  Pass.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Davi d Weni nger .

MR VENI NGER M nane is David
Weninger. And | live at 7350 North 167th
Street.

THE REPORTER  Spell your | ast nane,
pl ease.

MR VENI NGER WE-NI-NGE-R Back
in the "70s | drilled water wells for al nost
ni ne years and since then around the Bentl ey
area those wells are dry. And Bentley | believe
has city water now And | farma, sonme acreage
east of Colwich and | amirrigating the 67
permtted field on 31 acre feet of water.

Now, one year it rained and | didn't

use ny 31 acre feet. But | wasn't allowed, if
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we could bank that, or if | could banked what |
had | eft of the 31 acre feet, | could have had a

crop the next year. But the next year was dry
and | used ny 31 acre feet before the irrigation
season was over W th.

So, you know, | am sure everyone around
can feel that if we could bank what we didn't
use the year before, it would be pretty nice.
Because we are only allotted so nmuch. But if we
don't use it, that's it for that year.

And in ny nine years of drilling water
wells, alot of, alot of mles, a lot of mles
in the area, and | amthinking if Wchita wants
nore water, let themdrill their wells over by
Wchita. There is plenty of water north of
W chita, because even for when they all cone in
for a new housing addition, we had to drill
wells to de water so they could put the sewer
line in at ten feet. And hundreds of de water
wells just to suck the aquifer down so they
could work underground at ten feet, but when
they got that in then the wells were abandoned.

So that's, you know, | could never
understand why the Cty of Wchita wells are 30

mles fromtown. If I want a water wel |, |
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can't go drill it on ny neighbor's ground, |
have to drill it on ny ground. So if Wchita
needs nore water, there is plenty of water in
the Wchita city limts. That's about it.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you. Joe
Ber gkanp.

MR. BERGKAMP: | am Joe Ber gkamp,
B-EERGK-A-MP. | live at 2004 South W1 | ow
Lake Road here in Harvey County, which is the
western edge of the recharge basin that we are
discussing. | and ny wife, we have lived there
for 30 plus years, basically a grain farner of
corn, beans, wheat and mlo. And | do have
irrigation.

I am asking you to deny the Gty of
Wchita, their request. Primarily because our
donestic well, since we |ive on the outer edges
we'll be greatly affected. And we al so have a
rental house down the road. And if that well
goes dry nobody is going to want to rent a
rental house where there is no water. | am not
a hydrol ogi st or geol ogist, but we all know what
happens when the water table drops bel ow t he
water well punp, it is no |onger a punp. And we

know what the resolution is to this, two
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resolutions really. One, drill a deeper well or
sinply deny the Gty of Wchita their request,
because it will happen. Qur water table wll
dr op.

| have a grandson, when he was
approxi nately five years old we would play a
board ganme, and he woul d i nadvertently nake up
the rules as we would go. And they would favor
him And | kind of thought, well, | was
probably that way, too, at that age. But | see
a huge simlarity here between ny five year-old
grandson and the City of Wchita making up the
rules as they go. | would give anything to have
that kind of |uxury, but obviously |I don't.

So we are requesting that you deny
their request and | also want to take this
opportunity to thank you, Connie, for all that
you have done. W really do appreciate it. And
that's all | have to say.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Roger Unruh

MR UNRUH: Pass.

THE HEARI NG OFFICER: Al vin Neville.

MR NEVILLEE M nane is Alvin Neville,
N-E-V-1-L-L-E Il live at 14601 West 77th Street
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in Colwich. Qur famly has irrigation wells
three mles east of Patterson, and two near

Bentl ey, that is decent water for now W al so
have wells south of the Arkansas Ri ver near
Col wi ch. W know what chlorides do to our crops
because we deal with it there with the chlori des
that cone fromthe river water that we punp.

The | evel s there range anywhere from 300 to 650
parts per mllion.

When the water table is down we have to
limt our irrigation and the tine that we
irrigate because of the damage that it does to
the crops. Back in 2012 we realized that
I mrensely. W can't allow water |evels to be
| onered and take the chance of the salt
contam nating the water that could potentially
conme fromBurrton and di srupt the aquifer.

This is why GWD set the | ower
restrictions in 1993 to prevent this from
happening. It isn't the best scenario for water
and cattle and drinking water for us either. As
we do have |ivestock al so.

How many nore entities will Wchita try
to sell their water to in the future? They have

plenty now. Needless to say that they won't
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expand. A different twist is wth new hones and
busi nesses constantly being built nore and nore
water is needed to water their grass. This
grass should have a water |limt to preserve
water. Near us we have two, three and five acre
home sites that | drive by in the sumertinme and
they are constantly watering the grass day in
and day out with no stopping. |Is that really a
necessity?

Back in the "90s the City of Wchita
i nposed water restrictions on hones and
busi nesses that did water grass. And that
shoul d be a bigger priority now than trying to
schene a plan on how to sell nore and nore
water. Yes, they have a drought plan but in ny
opi nion there are steps being inplenmented way to
| ate and slow as they are in a business to sell
wat er .

The irrigators and the farm ng
communi ty have i npl enented vari ous changes to
help irrigate and reserve water at our expense
because we care about our water supply and its
value. Wchita, a heavy user, should be | ooking
at the sane instead of seeing how nuch water

they can sell. Even back in 2012 and '13, to ny
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know edge, they did not inpose any restrictions,
they just want you to punp water. Selling water
is their business.

In summary, | am agai nst the proposed
wat er | evel changes bei ng sought. W cannot
t ake the chance that our water well wll be
conprom sed that we use for drinking water
wat ering our |ivestock and irrigating our crops.
Once contam nated, it will never be the sane.
Wchita needs to | ook at simlar water
restrictions and how water is being used on
grass, sonething that is not a priority, only an
aesthetic. Getting water to sell should not be
a priority. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.
Ant hony Sei |l er.

MR SEILER Good nmorning. M/ nane i s
Ant hony Seiler, S-E-I-L-E-R, | live at 208 North
Charles Street in Wchita, Kansas. And | am
here today representing the Sedgw ck County Farm
Bureau, | amthe current executive director of
t hat organi zati on.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Go ahead.

MR SEILER | want to start,

Madane Hearing O ficer, | would Iike to thank
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you for your public service and your wllingness
to engage in this chall engi ng and | engt hy
heari ng process.

On behal f of the Sedgw ck County Farm
Bureau Agricultural Association, | would like to
express our opposition to the proposed
nodi fications to the Aquifer Storage and
Recovery permt conditions nmade by the Cty of
Wchita. The Equus Beds Aquifer is a vital
resource for many of the 900 farmfamlies that
we represent in Sedgw ck County. It's continued
stewardship is top of mnd and we are comm tted
to bei ng good nei ghbors with the busi nesses and
muni ci palities that depend on it.

We are very concerned that the
nmodi fi cations that have been proposed to the ASR
project, to create the Aquifer M ntenance
Credits and to |lower the index |evel, would
threaten the appropriation rights of all other
users of Equus Beds water and could potentially
al so threaten the preservation of this inportant
resource. We understand that the Gty of
Wchita has an obligation to its citizens to
provi de water, even during severe drought, but

the solution currently proposed would do so on

Midwest Reporters, Inc.
www.midwestreporters.net




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N -+ O

City of Wichita's Phase Il - Public Hearing - December 13, 2019
State of Kansas - Division of Water Resources Kansas Department of
Agriculture

47

t he backs of hard-working Kansas farners and
ranchers, our nenbers.

The creation of Aquifer Mintenance
Credits would allow Wchita to receive recharge
credits without perform ng any of the positive
benefits for the aquifer that were originally
justification for the ASR project. To nmake a
financi al anal ogy, the AMCs woul d be Ii ke
receiving a check, cashing it, and then al so
getting credit for a deposit; allow ng the
recipient to spend the sane noney twice. This
ki nd of accounting would never be acceptable in
t he financial world because the bank woul d bear
the cost of the extra deposit.

In the case of the Equus Beds, all the
ot her right hol ders would bear the cost of the
benefit Wchita would receive fromthe AMCs.
The justification that Wchita has offered for
the AMCs is that it would allow themto continue
to practice outcone based nanagenent of their
wat er resources rather than punping a hole into
t he Equus Beds to nmake space for physical
r echar ge.

We believe this clearly indicates that

the city's primary notivation through this
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nodi fication is not the conservation of the
Equus Beds, but the maxim zation of their water
appropriation ability. The city is attenpting
to set up a false dichotony where there are only
two choices, but in reality, there are countl ess
alternatives that do not include AMCs or the
i rresponsi bl e managenent of the Equus Beds and
t hey shoul d be encouraged to pursue them

Qur nenbers understand the need to be
responsi ble partners with Wchita in managi ng
this precious natural resource and ask only for
equitable treatnent in its adm nistration.
If the AMCs are approved, we see no reason why
the city would ever need to perform any physical
recharge again. It would be cheaper, quicker,
and nore efficient to sinply punp the water from
the Little Arkansas directly to Wchita and
avoi d the process of injecting water back into
the aquifer and then punping it out later. The
city would have no financial incentive to
physically recharge water and it would all ow
themto accunul ate a greater anount of water
appropriations which seens to be their clear
goal rather than resource conservati on.

Wth regards to lowering the index
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| evel, we are concerned that if the aquifer was
ever drawn down bel ow the 1993 levels it woul d
cause significant harmto our nenbers and ot her
users of the Equus Beds. Wen the water | evels
reached their lowin 1993, the effect on users
was dramati c enough through dry wells and

i mpaired water quality that DWR stepped in and
established this as the safe limt. If the

| ower index | evel was approved, we see no reason
why the sane harns that were experienced in 1993
woul d not be repeated if these limts were ever
sur passed.

One final recommendati on that we have
for DAR in future rule maki ng process is to
engage with all inpacted parties at an earlier
point in the discussions. It is admrable that
DWR takes a “let's find a way to yes” approach
and works with rights seekers, when so many
regul atory agenci es have a reputation for being
al oof to the concerns of those they regul ate.
However, in this nodification process we think
that one of the critical errors was that other
ri ghts hol ders, who would be affected by these
nodi fi cati ons were not engaged during the

I nformal conversati on phase of this process. |If
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DWR does not bring all of the interests to the
table during the “let's find a way to yes”
phase, then the finished product is not |ikely
to serve the interests of the entire community.

Finally, we would |like to associ ate
ourselves with the testinony and | egal anal ysis
given by Kent Askren on behalf of Kansas Farm
Bureau at the public hearing Decenber 11, 2018.
Madame Hearing O ficer, we appreciate the
magni t ude of the decision you have before you
and the difficulty of balancing the interests of
all parties in safely preserving this vital
nat ural resource.

We | ook forward to the conti nued
di scussi on of the proposed changes and hope that
their resolution will ensure that the Equus Beds
remai ns a source of prosperity for farners,
ranchers, businesses, and nunicipalities for
generations to cone. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you.
Cheryl MLoud. Pass, okay. Robert MCart.
Kenny Weber. Theresa Seiler. Pass. Jared
Janzen. Pass. Scott MCoy, pass. Barbara
DlIly Stecklein. Pass. Gary Steckl ein.

MR, STECKLEIN: Good norning. For the
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record ny nane is Gry, |ast nane Steckl ein,
S-T-E-CGK-L-E-1-N.  And we live at 11918 North
279th Street West, which is just north of the
Arkansas Ri ver on Burnmac Road. For the record,
| happen to be a nechani cal engi neer, please
don't take the, don't accuse ne of sonething
there. And also | amnot Larry Steckline, the
guy who gives the ag report, so please don't
think I am he either

My wife and | noved back to Kansas in
2008 and noved to her famly farm And since
that tinme | have becane aware of the situation
here. And | nust say it was the first tinme |
heard about this recharge situation. | thought
it was about al nost the dunbest thing | had ever
heard of because it seened to ne it woul d be
kind of hard to take the Little Arkansas Ri ver

to put it back in to the aquifer because when

51

you want water you don't have it. So that seens

to have been the case and been proved over the
| ast how many years.
| do want to say, just looking at it

froman outsider's viewpoint | rnust agree that

giving credits for water that you don't put back

in to the aquifer seens to be not logical. It
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doesn't benefit the aquifer one iota. Taking
the Little Arkansas water to the Cty of Wchita
is fine, but they should not be given credit for
doi ng t hat.

Taki ng water bel ow the 1993 | evel is
also a bad idea. That happened to be the year
ny wfe's grandnot her passed away, SO we were
here and we heard of how bad it was in 1993. W
have cone to this area very, very nany tines,
but |live here now and have, we use donestic
water, we have wells for irrigation of the
farm and.

A couple of things | want to share,
however, is fromour experience in living in San
Ant oni o, Texas for 27 years. Wile we |ived
there the City of San Antoni o was goi ng through
t he sanme kinds of problens that the Cty of
Wchita is facing. They take all of their water
fromthe aquifers to the west of San Antoni o,
whi ch was al so being used for irrigation. And
t he solution they cane up with was to actually
buy the water fromthe farmers so that they
would not use it for irrigation. So that is a
potential solution that | think should be

I nvesti gat ed.
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The other thing I want to pass along is
In an econoni c devel opnent neeting | happened to
attend several years ago with M. Longwel |,
bef ore he becane mayor, and the Cty of Wchita
was tal ki ng about the inportance of water
resources for the economc growh of the Gty.
And it just, it occurred to ne during that
neeting that the, because they were taking water
out of Lake Cheney, which I didn't know they
were, it occurred to ne that a channel fromthe
Arkansas River to Lake Cheney woul d be an
approach for providing recharge of that
reservoir. So even though high levels in the
river are not common, they do occur even during
drought periods. So that seens to ne to be a
way of providing additional water resources for
the Gty of Wchita. And so | thank you very
nmuch and t hank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Harol d Schm dt. Pass. Karen Siebert. Pass.
Jack Queen.

MR QUEEN. Good norning. M nane is
Jack Queen, QU-E-E-N, |I live at 3230 North Fl at
Creek in Wchita. | amalso the present genera

manager of the farners co-op here in Hal stead,
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represent a little over 850 producers there as
wel | .

Good nmorning. My nane is Jack Queen,
like | said | am present general nanager of the
farmers co-op in Halstead. W al so have
| ocations in Bentley, M. Hope and Patterson.

If you think about the shape of a football,
seven or eight mles north and south of M. Hope
and north of Hal stead, that's our territory. |
wi |l give you sone nunbers for that area, take a
little different approach and | ook at the
financi al consequences on this trade area.

What was di scussed this week is very
I mportant to the co-op, over 850 plus custoners.
Not only is GQvD-2 a vital part of many farm ng
operations also used in their hones and
| i vestock operations. Before GVD- 2 was
devel oped for irrigation purposes, nany of these
farmers were growing 30 to 40 bushel s a week.
Today they are grow ng 190 to 210 bushel of corn
and 60 to 80 bushels of soy beans. That 40
bushel a week crop today is worth about $167. 20
an acre. A 210 bushel of corn crop is worth
$766. 50 an acre, and an 80 bushel of soy bean

crop is worth about $661.60 an acre. | realize
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the costs of inputs is different, but the sane
Is the nore you put in the nore you get out.

So here at Farners Co-(Qp, the El evator
Conmpany, we receive about 4 mllion bushels of
corn in a year, about 1.7 mllion bushels of
soybeans a year. That's just what cones to us
and not counting what goes to other elevators or
kept in storage to be fed or shipped or
sonewhere el se.

Qut of that roughly we figure annually
about 60 percent of the corn is irrigated, we
recei ve, and about 50 percent of the soybeans is
irrigated. So math tells us roughly 11, 500
acres of corn that we receive is fromirrigated
ground, and 10, 600 acres of soybeans come from
irrigated ground. Roughly equates to 8.8
mllion dollars in irrigated corn, 7 mllion
dollars in irrigated soy beans, a total of 15.8
mllion dollars in our surrounding conmunities
fromthis irrigation activities.

If the Gty of Wchita is allowed to
punp these credits they don't punp back in the
ground and the water is unable to be punped on
the land, and we wll go back to the dry | and

wheat days. So you can | ook at those 22,000
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acres that will provide 3.7 mllion dollars in
our comunities, in this small area. Roughly 23
percent of that revenue generated fromthe
irrigation activities will be all that's left.

So roughly a little over 75 percent of
t hat noney, of that $15 million, will not be in
our comunities to be spent on input costs,
stuff for their hones, different things I|ike
t hat .

This project was started, in part, to
keep the Burrton salt water plune frommgrating
into this highly productive agriculture area, as
well as help keep the chloride fromthe Arkansas
River in the Arkansas River. Both of these
I ssues woul d nake this water unsuitable for
donestic uses, livestock and agriculture. It
appears to ne that the City of Wchita wants to
take a wait-and-see approach if this experinent
happens, but by the tinme it happens, once it
happens it's too late. W'IIl |ose the
irrigation for our hones and |ivestock and crops
that we grow today. These wells will likely
have to be abandoned as well .

Al'l the fol ks who have nade their hones

in rural Harvey and Sedgw ck County w || be
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W t hout water for their hones and |ivestock, and
will be forced to | eave or face the high costs
of getting rural water punped to their hones.

Thi s appears to be a reckless attenpt
to grab a resource that they will then sell to
t he hi ghest bidder, while all of those who have
their livelihood and GvD-2 wll be lost. It is
ny, and the 800 plus nmenbers of the co-op and
El evat or Conpany ask that this proposition be
denied and the City of Wchita | ook el sewhere
for the future needs.

As | said earlier, it is ny
under st andi ng that El Dorado Lake has plenty of
wat er that coul d be purchased and piped to
W chita.

Thank you for your tine and
consideration and listening to all of us speak
about this issue. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER. Thank you. Steve
Jacob. David Jacob. David Wendling.

MR, VENDLI NG  Pass.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: John Wendl i ng.

MR, VENDLI NG  Pass.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Joe Trego.

MR TREGO. Joe Trego, 806 Min,
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Hal stead. And | think this is a ganble. It
m ght work and it mght not. M work history |
worked for the Gty of Wchita well field in
1970s, and then becane involved in the
irrigation world from'84 to '08. And when |
was working in Wchita for the Gty of Wchita,
a co-worker we had charts for water depth. It
coned. And we had to change these charts once a
week. And on well nunber 1, which is on H ghway
50, the further, furthest north point, | worked
for, I was working with Bob Farber and the, he,
he commented that sonebody turned the irrigation
well on and the water cratered. And it creates
a cone, and what the, and what | am concerned,
with the depletion of the cone, the water
depletion, wll create a cone and we have
saltwater coming in fromBurrton and sal twat er
coming in fromthe river. And it never goes
away. And | don't want to ganble wth that.
Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Dan Andr ew.

MR, ANDREW Good nmorning. M/ nane i s
Dan Andrew. | |ive 4605 South Ri dge Road, |

have |lived there since '92, sonething |like that.
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I owmn two 80s right along R dge Road we have two
irrigation wells and three circles. | think we
would like to believe that fresh clean water is
unlimted, we would like to believe that, but in
reality, fresh clean potable water is limted in
the sense that nature can only supply a certain
anount of water, as yet to be through this
aquifer is yet to be determ ned what that is and
at what level. And we call that |evel, you
know, that quantity a safe yield.

The unknown is, what is that quantity
and that answer is what we see. The second part
of that is howit's best to be used. And | am
hearing new i nfornmati on here today t hat
Wchita's intended use of it, and quite honestly
it's very disturbing, at the | east, and can be
very maddeni ng at the nost, | guess.

| have lived in rural areas nobst of ny
life. | have talked with a few and fresh water
has been understood as long as | can renenber.
So | have been keen on this topic ny whole life
and try to practice the nost conservative | evel
usage as possible, and | think npst of ny
nei ghbors in the agricultural comunity do the

sane. It's been our nature to do that to nake
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t he nost of what we have.

Water i1s, and everybody knows this,
water is the life blood of all life. Wter,
w t hout water the | andscape around here woul d be
just like mars. In ny world ny donestic well is
at the bottom of the aquifer to bedrock, the two
other are down to bedrock, along wth these
wells are nonitoring wells to nonitor wells
monthly until certified usage could be
det er m ned.

| watch the data supplied by GVD 2 very
closely and with great interest. |n recent
years we benefited fromtinely grow ng season,
rains to ease the demand on irrigation wells.
However, that could change any tine as we all
know. The requested i ncrease by Wchita is at
| east very shocking and at nost very al arm ng.

It's troubling that another entity can
invade in to the rural areas and take the
resources right fromunder the | andowners. M
deed to ny land says | own the mneral rights.

G| conpanies have to get ny permssion if they

will drill on ny land and they will pay ne a
royalty if oil is discovered. Wat makes water
any different? Wchita' s request, | believe,
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goes beyond sustai nabl e and threatens the
viability of the aquifer. And it threatens all
t he users that use that aquifer.

The i ncreased denmand t hreatens ne and
every other user in the district. Texas has no
programto regul ate water, that | am aware of.
And | was down there a few years ago to buy a
circle and the gentlenan that | bought it from
or was going to buy it from says we have run
out of water because we punped it dry. That
community is suffering because of the no water.
The cost of ny wells is in the tens of thousands
of dollars. It's availability, the water, adds
to the value of the | and, however, Wchita's
request threatens all of this and every user.

Clearly the limted aquifer nust be
aggressively protected. Oher sources, other
met hods nmust be found and developed. Drilling
wel |l s deeper is fool hearty, it sinply punps the
tub to a lower level. | think it's detestable
what Wchita would do, to punp water fromri ght
underneath us and then sell it to sonebody el se.
We have heard the fall of the water levels in
the lifetines of the older residents here.

These facts cannot be ignored. It is hard
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evi dence of an ongoing trend. This trend needs
to be stopped and it needs to be stopped now.
Wchita's request wll only accel erate and
conti nue this dangerous trend.

And | would like to change the
vernacul ar on this salt plune business, we keep
saying we need to slowthat. No, | don't think
we need to slowit, | think we need to stop it
where it is right now so sonebody el se does not
|l ose their ability to water their garden or
drink the water fromtheir well.

Thank you very, very nuch for hearing
us all out. | appreciate it.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you. Bi |
Carp. Pass. Joy Carp. Pass. Charles Esfel.
Do | have that right? Carol Dunno. Pass.

Laura King. G na Bell.

MS. BELL: | am Gna Bell and | live at
3009 Cotton Hill Drive in Newton. | happen to
be the planning and zoning director. | amthe

one that issues the donestic water well permts,
and | can tell you that we have already suffered
droughts. And those wells, of donmestic quality,
have been a problem | didn't really, | wasn't

ready to do this.
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Anyway, | think that Harvey County and
I, I think Harvey County has already said this,
are against being, with Wchita being able to
| ower the water levels any nore. It will cause
a problem And if that does happen then Wchita
needs to be responsi ble for maki ng sure that
peopl e have donestic water. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, nm'am
Calvin Kissick. Pass. Kelly Holle. She
passes. Floyd Holle, Sr.

MR HOLLE: Nane is Floyd Holle, | live
at 11035 Sout hwest 84, Sedgw ck. And | would
li ke to read this fromthe Equus Beds
Groundwat er Managenent District 2 to start wth.
| better put ny gl asses on.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  You shoul d
probably spell your |ast nane.

MR HOLLE: H O L-L-E. Dear M. Holl e,
as per your request of January 3rd, 1980, this
office has nmade an eval uati on of the proposed
wel |l | ocated near the center of the northwest
quarter of section 26. The evaluation was made
to determine if a permt for a well could be
approved. According to the evaluation a permt

for a well could not be approved for that
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| ocation. The revi sed nanagenent program of the
Equus Beds G oundwater Managenent Di stri ct
states that after April 11, 1979, no nore than
4,025 acre feet of water may be appropri ated
wthin a two mle radius of a proposed well

| ocation. According to the eval uation, the
total appropriations for Wchita wells al one
wthin the two mle circle is 8,724, nore than
twice the all owable rate. The tota
appropriations far exceed the guidelines of
4,025 acre feet. Again, this nmeans that an
application for a well at this |ocation

descri bed above could not be approved. Very
truly yours, Equus Beds G oundwater Managenent
District, Thomas bell.

So for the last 40 years permts have
been denied in order to naintain and sustain the
aquifer. It's been a good thing. W want to
mai ntain the aquifer. The ASR project is
pronoted as a way to slow the salt novenent.
That was a good thing, if it works. It seens
counterproductive to grant perm ssion to | ower
t he aquifer, and speed the salt novenent under
any circunst ance.

The Gty of Wchita nay be able to
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afford dealing with saltwater, but the rest of
us can't. W all try to teach your children not
to give in to peer pressure. Wat | would say
to M. Barfield is don't be pressured. Do the
right thing. Just say no. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Ni na Wendling. Pass. Jana, |ast nanme begins
wth a B. No. Bruce Seiler.

MR SElI LER Il live at 8310 North 199th
West, Colwich. | lived in the northwest part of
Sedgwi ck County all of nmy life.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Pardon ne, sir,
woul d you pl ease spell your nane.

MR, SEI LER S-E-I-L-E-R M wfe
Theresa and | operate our famly farmwhich sets
above the Equus Beds aquifer. W depend on the
Equus Beds for donestic and irrigation water.
As such, we recogni ze the inportance of
mai ntai ning the quality and quantity of water in
our aquifer. W have invested tinme and noney to
ensure that our farmuses water in a very
conservative water. Al 20 of our irrigation
systens have been updated with the nost
efficient nozzles available. W use application

as a way to further conserve our water. The
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water permts that we utilize have a total of
2,366 acre feet of authorized annual water
usage. However, our average usage has been
1,063 acre feet, which is |l ess than 45 percent
of our allocation.

We realize that our crops require nore
t han that amount of water and we are grateful
and bl essed for rain as our alternative source
of water for our crops.

Furthernore, the mgjority of our farm
ground has a water table at five to 20 feet.
And we recogni ze that a portion of the water we
punmp through our irrigation systens noves back
t hrough the soil profile to recharge the
aqui fer.

If we were allowed to operate under the
sane agreenent that the City of Wchita is
proposi ng, we woul d expect to be able to bank
credits for our water that we did not punp, due
to the use of our alternative water source, as
well as the water that we are returning to the
aqui fer.

In turn, all users of the aquifer
should be entitled to credits for that sane

reason. However, we are not asking for water
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credits of any kind because we believe that that
woul d be detrinental to the sustainability of
our aquifer. Wiy the Gty would ask for aquifer
mai nt enance credits when the aquifer is too ful
to accept recharge is unfathomable. |If the
aquifer is too full at any tine to receive nore
water, as it was earlier this year after an
abundant rainfall, then clearly the recharge is
unnecessary at that tine.

Above normal rainfall is what refills
t he aquifer nost efficiently. |If the Cty does
not return water to the aquifer, it should not
receive credit. No one should be allowed to
claimcredit for acts of nature. W are opposed
tothe Gty of Wchita's plan that would all ow
themto draw extra water fromthe aquifer in
times of drought due to these artificial
credits. During a drought everyone wll need
extra water, not just the Gty of Wchita and
their custonmers. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Geg deason. Pass. Stan Jost. Pass. Bryson
Earl. Maybe | am not reading that right? Pass.
Edwar d Weber .

MR VEBER. M nanme is Eddi e Weber ny
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address is 7 Lesley Lane, Halstead. MW famly
and | are water right hol ders and are residence
of the Equus Beds aquifer. W own or manage
water rights fromindex well nunber 2. On the
northern fringe of the well field through index
well 34 on the southern fringe of the well
field.

The Gty of Wchita has the reputation
of being an 800 pound gorilla. The Wkipedia's
definition of an 800 pound gorilla is an
Aneri can English expression where a person or
organi zation so powerful that it can act w thout
regard to the rights of others or the | aw.

This phrase rem nds ne of a riddle.
Wier e does an 800 pound gorilla sit? The answer
is, anywhere it wants to. In the case of the
City of Wchita acting as the 800 pound gorilla
one may change this riddle up a bit and say
where does the Gty of Wchita get its water
fron? The answer, anywhere it wants to.

Wiat | see as the biggest concern is
the chloride plune fromthe Burrton area and the
natural intrusion fromthe Big Arkansas R ver.
What the City is proposing has no regard to the

concerns. |If anything, it wll only increase
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t he probl em when we get in to a drought
situation, whether it be just a significant
drought of 2011 and 2012 or a 1% drought.

| feel that if we don't address the
realization of the chloride plune contam nati ng
the well field area we'll continually cone back
to the situation we have been in the | ast
several years. And that is, fighting and not
fixing the concern of contam nation of chloride
in to the well field.

My dad also told us in our famly
nmeeti ngs about our farm ng operation that if you
bring a problemto the neeting then also bring a
solution to the problem So | would like to
throw out a solution. Can the noth ball Phase 1
be utilized as a nethod to withdraw water from
t he nearby chloride plune in the Burrton area?
Can the water be treated or bl ended and sent to
Wchita? This nethod would | ower the aquifer to
allow roomfor recharge credits fromthe
original bank storage wells along the Little Ark
and the northern area of the well field.

Wul d this, over tinme, dilute the
chl oride plume as natural recharge repl aces the

chl ori de contam nated water that was w t hdrawn?
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Wuld this create nore storage in the aquifer of
good water?

In closing, Ms. Omen, | would like to
state that the City of Wchita doesn't have the
best track record of accurate projections or
forecasts. There is too nuch at risk here to be
wong. There have been good and tal ented people
on both sides of the roomthis week, but | would
hope and pray that your reconmmendation to the
chief engineer is to deny this proposal and send
it back to the drawi ng board with solutions to
the chloride plune. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Tim were there nore sheets? Thank you. Terry
Jacob. Last nane Wlliam first nanme begins
wth W | can't read it. No. Dan Dyck.

MR DYCK: | canme here a little | ate,
but our famly --

THE REPORTER: Sir, can you spell your
name.

MR DYCK: D Y-C K, Daniel Dyck.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Sorry for
m spronouncing it.

MR. DYCK: Happens all the tinme. Qur

famly lives in Hutchinson but our famly has an
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Interest in the Hal stead area, | have farn and
here, we have had interests here for over 100
years. And | negotiated an injection well wth
the Cty of Wchita many noons ago. And |
renmenber | al so got up and spoke and ny, one of
ny main concerns is water has a value. And at
that tine when | spoke I, | said, is there a
formula, if the Gty of Wchita takes the water,
too much water, is there a formula to hel p those
t hat have the earlier nunbers for a water
rights? And at that tinme they, the City, just
said, oh, there is no need for that, we have it
all worked out, we have a web page you can see
that we are not going to do any harm et cetera.
And as | said, ny point is, it |looks like there
has been sone, and | know it has been quite a
few years ago, but that there has been sone
m ssion creep where the City of Wchita needs to
change the rules. And so ny nmain point is, |
feel that there should be a fornmula, if they
start danmgi ng crops or other industri al
interests there should be a formula to help
t hose with the senior rights financially.

So basically that's what | have to say.

Thank you.
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THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you. Josh
Muel | er .

MR. MJELLER  Good norning. | wll
make ny coments pretty short. | don't have a
prepared statement. A little bit of ny
background, our famly farmranches in the area
pretty nmuch of all within the Equus Beds. Al so
feed and run several cattle in the area so we
have several stock wells around also. And with
my basic, all of ny immediate famly living
wi thin the Equus Beds al so, | guess really water
quality is an issue that | think is on the top
of all of our m nds, nunber one. And with the
project in mnd further depletion and seri ous
depl eti on of the Equus Beds can cause sone
serious water quality issues and especially for
our imediate community. | guess that woul d be
my nunber one concern.

And then as well the land and the
| i vestock | nean obviously that's our
livelihood. So |I think in severe cases what we
have been di scussi ng and tal ki ng about the | ast
several nonths or over a year, there could be
serious repercussions for that. Basically

that's all | have to say.
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THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.

MR, BENDER: | guess | am next.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Are you Jeff
Bender ?

VR. BENDER: Bender, B-E-N-D-E-R | ast
nanme, Roman nuneral II1l. | amnot here
representing the Harvey County Pl anni ng
Comm ssion, although I ama nenber of that
comm ssion. | have been on that conm ssion for

11 years. And part of our duties as
commi ssioner is to have a conprehensive plan for
devel opnent of the county in a uniformway, the
way that wll benefit the county. A lot of
people in Harvey County are not on a water
system served by the city of any of the cities
within the county. A lot of us have wells.

Wth ny property just east of here |
have approximately 125 trees, | have a pretty
ni ce garden, on about three acres. And | have a
ot of farners that |ive near ne and they use a
|l ot of water. | have been involved in this
matter for a few years, | actually testified
before the Water Board in Manhattan a coupl e of
years ago. And at that tine | expressed a

concern about what was bei ng proposed by
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Wchita. | still have that concern.
I am concerned about the quality of
life, what will | do for water if ny water dries
up because of what is being proposed?
Approximately, | don't know, five or six years
ago, ny water table dropped considerably. | had

very little water pressure to supply ny
househol d. Luckily, since then the water |evel
has gone up. And | have been able to use ny
well water for both ny yard use and ny househol d
use.

I wish to express to you the fact that
| amnot the only person in this county, as you
wel | know, that have these concerns. | ask for
you to consider our comments in a very serious
way. The future of this county is at stake. W
don't want to be known as the desert of South
Central Kansas. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Charl es Esfel d.

MR. ESFELD. Good norning. M nane is
Charl es Esfeld, spelled E-S-F-F-E-L-D. I live
at 4316 South Hal stead Road. |If he is next it
| ooks like I am| ast.

I have sat through sone of the three

Midwest Reporters, Inc.
www.midwestreporters.net




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N -+ O

City of Wichita's Phase Il - Public Hearing - December 13, 2019
State of Kansas - Division of Water Resources Kansas Department of

Agriculture
75

days of testinony and then through the comments
t oday and sonething that | have not heard
mention is a possibility of trying to stop that
salt plune. And | don't know what has been done
out there before in the area, | have done work
in the area oil field 30 or 40 years ago, but |
don't know what's happeni ng out there now  But
torelay, well, | lived in G eat Bend and we had
farm ground on the outside edge of Great Bend
and there is a salt plune along the drywall of
that creek at G eat Bend. And we knew it was
there in high school, we were farm ng on one
pi ece of ground and eventually after ny dad got
out of it. Wll, we had the ground and it
crossed the road and got in a well on the other
side of the road. And unfortunately we got
caught in to the groundwater controller bottons,
that's one third, and that's every year, not
just when it's dry. So that well is not going
to be redrilled, dry |l and on that.

When that was happening | visited with
a man naned Errol Cark (ph) and sone of you may
know him | don't know if you ever worked in
this area. But he did well water work in Kansas

Cty helping cities and irrigators with wells
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and installations. And | asked hi mabout the
salt plune on the north edge of Great Bend. He
made the comment if you want to find it you just
hire us and for enough noney we'll find it.

Wth the testing and drilling
capabilities today, conpared to 40 years ago, a
water driller here now that could probably tel
us what it would take to take a water well rig
and grid that area and drill it. | think there
are testing conpanies in Wchita that m ght test
t hat and be able to trace those saltwater |eaks
back too whi chever well it's comng from EPA
does it. They wll show you where sonebody
poured five gallons of oil on the ground and
t hey have testing to show that now.

So nmy recommendati on woul d be to back
up and see where it's conming fromand see if we
can solve that particular elephant in the room
and then still have to contend with Wchita.
Thank you very nuch.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Those are all the nanes that | have so far. |Is
t here anyone else that would |ike to speak?

Pl ease do, sir. Please |let us know who you are.

MR JACKSON: My nane is Al an Jackson,
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| passed earlier. | live at 2009 South
Her shberg Road, Main Street in Halstead. | ama
very mall irrigator. | promnm sed nyself |
woul dn't speak today, but listening to the
gentl eman from Farm Bureau | changed ny m nd.

| can't add anything nore to the
I medi ate facts at hand. | have listened to the

testinony through the week and what | wanted to
add is a note of caution. To give you a little
bit of background why | add that, in ny past
life and ny license is nowretired, but | was a
| i censed nechani cal engi neer for 35 years. |
have had responsibility of daily managenent of a
$20 million product line for quite a few years.
And with that | understand the business side and
t he responsibility you have as a busi nessman to
t ake advantage of any opportunities that are
provi ded you.

In listening to the testinony this week
we have had sone uni ntentional consequences of
the rules we have set forward. One is the
gentl enman in Farm Bureau suggested was if we
al l ow t he changes what requirenments are there to
actually do a recharge? | hadn't thought of

that, but that would a possible, an
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uni ntenti onal consequence of a rule we tried to
I mprove things, and maybe didn't.

Earlier in the week Wchita's nade the
comment several tines that they woul d be
required to withdraw their credits early because
of the lower level set. And | have to give
everybody credit for being upfront with the
process when it was decided earlier, but that's
an uni ntenti onal consequence.

If I understand their logic, it would
be to be concerned that they couldn't recover
those credits at a | ater date because the water
|l evel is too low, so they used themearly, they
woul d punp additional waters fromthe Equus
Beds, and | coul dn't understand how that was a
gai n, but the gain probably, and again |I am not
an expert, would be to | eave water in Cheney to
do that.

As the result they woul d have an
opportunity to go back later to get that water
from Cheney. Unfortunately that water is
subj ect to evaporation and other | osses nore so
t han the Equus Beds. So we have creat ed,

t hrough our rules, wth good intentions on both

sides, a situation where in the long run we have

Midwest Reporters, Inc.
www.midwestreporters.net




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ W N -+ O

City of Wichita's Phase Il - Public Hearing - December 13, 2019

State of Kansas - Division of Water Resources Kansas Department of

Agriculture

really done ourselves a detrinent.

At the sane tinme and | have had the
privilege of being able to understand a little
bit of the lingo. They talk about nodeling and
in a different life and environnent | have done
alittle nodeling, and one of the nodelers said
he run a 150 plus scenarios. | understand that.
You don't guess at the best possible solution,
you try to get close to it, and then you run a
bunch of scenarios on both sides. You actually
| ook at the whole area of where you think the
best solution is and pretty soon you start
finding other opportunities. You educate
yourself and you continue to try to inprove the
best optinmumresults.

So as we change our rules, assum ng
t hat we do, you have to understand that as a
responsible, that it's a responsibility to the
people of Wchita, and the Cty of Wchita has
the resources to do this, to absol utely carpet
bonb that area with analysis to nake sure that
they are using whatever rules are given to their
best possible ability.

So even though we do it wth best

intent, | trust Wchita to be comng to us with
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their best intent, because they have
responsibilities, too. You need to be cautious
what changes we allow that we don't create a
situati on where we have uni ntentional | osses
where we try to get gains. Thank you for your
time.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you, sir.
Is there anyone el se that would |Ii ke to speak
this norning? Yes, sir.

MR SARANCHUK: Sorry, | hadn't signed
in yet. M nane is Ted Saranchuk,
SS-AARA-NCHUK | hadn't planned on sayi ng
anything this norning. And | live at 3302
Dart nout h Road, Hutchi nson, Kansas. | amw thin
the city limts, I amnot a water rights hol der.
However, | have heard several references to the
salt plune here in Burrton. There is an ongoi ng
effort that has started to mtigate that. |
t hi nk one of the things that needs to be done is
to bring that to the forefront of the
| egislatures in this state. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Anyone else? | knowit's 11:00 o' clock but we
can keep going. GCkay. Wll, thank you very,

very nmuch. | sincerely appreciate the tine. |
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know many of you have taken tine off work and

sacrificed and traveled to get here and | really

appreciate that. | value your input very
highly. | will consider it very carefully.
| have ny own notes and | will have the

transcripts of what you said, so that | won't
m ss anything. |If you would like to submt nore
comments at any tinme, that's perfectly fine.

The previous orders about this hearing
i ndi cated that January 17 was the |last day to
submt witten colments. That is no |onger true
because the hearing didn't finish up yesterday
and we have to continue it another day. W'lI
continue to accept witten conments until a
point in tine after that formal phase is over.

So pl ease be aware that that January
17t h deadline no | onger applies. So w th that
bei ng said, thank you very nuch for com ng and
for being concerned and participating. | am
very grateful. And right nowit's about 11:05

and we'l |l adjourn for today.
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