






































WESTERN KANSAS GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT N0.1 

March 21, 2018 

David E Barfield, Chief Engineer 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
1320 Research Park Drive 
Manhattan, Kansas 66502 

RE: Smith Farms WCA - Greeley & Wallace Counties, KS 

Dear Sir: 

At the March 20, 2018 Western Kansas Groundwater 
Management District #l's board meeting, the Board reviewed the 
Smith Farms WCA Management Plan and determined the plan 
meets all the District's management guidelines. 

The Board voted unanimously to support and recommend 
approval of the plan as presented, subject to the Chief Engineer's 
approval. 

Sincerely, 

Kyle Spencer 
District Manager 

ks/vr 

BOX 604, 906 W. STH 
SCOTT CITY, KANSAS 67871 
(620) 872-5563 
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E':CTA L. WALKER 
Attorne:l at Law 

. P013o~203 RECEIVED 
Sharon Springs, Ka.nsas 67758 

MAR 0 2 2018 Telephone: 785-852-5200 
Facsimile: 785-852 .. 5201 Garden City Field Office 

Division of Water l~esources 
.. 

TELECOPYCOVERSHEET 

If there is a problem with txansmiSsion ot if all pages are not received, please call fot retta.o.sm.ission. 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Michael Meyer, Watex Conunissioner 
Kansas Division of Water Resou.tces 
Kansas Depattm.ent of Agriculture 
Garden City Field Office 

620-276-9315' 

Etta L. Walker 

3-2-2018 

Smith Fanns Watei: Co:nse:nration Area 
Joe Lene Huo.te.t, Trustee, Joe Lene Huntet ReV"ocable !rust 
Wallace County> KS wate.t tights 

Number of pages including this covet p:age: 3 

Memo: Please find attached a letter fi:o.m. Joe Lene Hunter, Ti-us tee, in .response to your 
letter of February 12, 2018) reg.irding the Smith Fa.rtns Water Conservation Area and l:egatding her 
declining water table and tequest fo:i: restrictions on neighboring wells. 

This message from Etta L Walk~ is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it 
is add;essed and may contain infonnation that is PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL and exempt 
from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of th.is message. is not the intended .recipie!l.t o~ 
the ~mployee or agent responsible fot delivering ·the message to the in.tended recipient, you ate 
hereby· notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this co1nnlwUC~tion is strictly 
pro~bited. If you have received this co.tmnunica.tlon in error, please notify us immediately by 
telephone and return the original to us by mail without making a copy. Thank you . 

.. .. 

01/03 
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Joe Lene Hunte~, Trustee 
Joe Lene Hunter Revocable Trust 

225Road13 
Sharon Springs, KS 67758 
Tel.: 755 ... s21 .. 1s11 (cell) 

March 2, 2018 

Via Ea~imile to 620-276-9315 and by U.S. Mail 

Kansas Division of Watet Resources 
Attention! Michael A. Meyer, Watex Com.missioner 
Kansas Department of Agticultute 
Garden City Field Office 
2508 Johns Street 
Gatden City, I<S 67846-2804 

Re: Smith Fat.ms Water Conservation Area 

PAGE 02/03 

RECEIVED 

MAR 0 2 2018 

Garden City Field Office 
Division of Water Resources 

Depletion of Water Rights of Joe Lene Hunte.t, Trustee of Joe Lene Hunter 
Revocable Trust Dated September 23:1 2014 
(previously owned by John Akers/William Akers) 

Section 26-15-41W, Wallace County, Kansas, and surrounding wells 

Dear Commissioner: 

I am.responding to yout letter of February 12, 2018, conce.tning the Smith Fa.nns Water 
Con;setvation Area. 

I aro the ttustee of my tevocable trust, :named above. My water is running out. All seven (/) 
of my :windmills are now d.ty. They were scattered axound my property located at Sections 
34-1.S .. i41, 35-15-41, 21-15-41, 16-15-41, and 26-15-41 in Wallace County. I am pumping 
water from my house well th.tough 10 1/2 miles of pipeline just to water my cows. My 
understanding is that l have approximately 20 feet of water left, and the water table is 
declining approximately two feet pet year. 

The closest well to me is an irrigation well owned by Smith Ranch, located at, I believe7 

Seation 36-1SS .. 41W, appxoximately.1/2 mile ftom my house. 

At.~ven the current rates of use by Smith, which are less than Smith's historical avetage1 I 
'believe that I will run out of water within the next five to ten years. I believe that the 
:ittigation is hastening the depletion of my well, and that the Water Conservation plan should 
~nate or at least signifi.c£tntly further restrict use at least of the Smith well on Section 26, 
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Michael A. Meye.r, Water Commissionet 
~{a~sas Division of Water Resout:ces 

ETTA L WALKER 

Re:. Smith \Va.ter Conservation Atea/J oe Hunter Revocable Trust 
Mar~h 2, 2018 
Page.2 
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MAR 0 2 2018 

~.a:den City Field Office 
D1v1s1on or Water Resources 

and possibly of others. I do not believe that the proposed reduction in use is sufficient to 

slow this process. 

My understanding is that the cone of depression may be irl the neighborhood of 3 miles) and 
possibly more. I :request studies and measurement of my situation, and restrictions on the 
wells owned by others that are a(fecting my water table, ir.n.mediately. 

If you c::annot reach me, please contact my atto.t:ney, Etta L. Walke.i:~ at 7 85-852 ... 5200_ 

\V ~ m-e on Mountain Time. 

l'h~nk you. 

STATE OF KANSAS 

' . 
COUNTYOFWALLACE 

] oe Lene Hunter 
Trustee, Joe Lene Hunter Revoci\ble T.rust 
Dated September 23, 2014 

) 
) $$. 

) 

in~; iT REMEMBERED, that on this 2nd ~y of March, 2018, before roe, the undei:sjgned, a. Notary 
l?u:t?lic for the State and County aforesaid> came JOE LENE HUNTER, TRUSTEE OF THE JOE 
LENE HUNTER REVOCABLE TRUST DATED SEPTEMBER 23, 2014, who is personally 
known to me to be the satne pei:son who executed the with.in instrument of w.titing, and duly 
a.cknowledged the execution of the same. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, l have hereunto set iny hand and affixed my official. seal the day and 
year ~ast above written . 

• 

NOTARY PUBLIC· State of Kansas 
:ANGElA S. V. N LEN 
·r.cy APP' exp1mi I 

My co1)1mission expires: __./_0_,_~ ....... '0-~_,.L ___ ~_a ..... ~_I __ 
I I 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

DM:sION OF \V ATER RESOURCES 

GARDEN CITY FIELD OFFICE 

2508 JoHNS STREET 

GARDEN CITY, KS 67846-2804 

JOE HUNTER REVOC TRUST 

225 RD 13 

STATE OF KANSAS 

GoVERNOR JEFF COLYER, M.D. 
JACKIE McCLASKEY, SECRETARY OF AarucULruRE 

March 22, 2018 

SHARON SPRINGS, KS 67758 

RE: Response to letter addressing proposed Smith Farms Water Conservation Area 

Dear Ma'am, 

PHoNE: (620) 276-2901 
FAX: (620) 276-9315 

www.agriculture.ks.gov 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated March 2, 2018 in which you expressed comments concerning 

the proposed Smith Farms Water Conservation Area (WCA). 

Your comments have been considered and documented. This WCA is proposing reducing groundwater 

withdrawal in the area as you acknowledged in your letter. If the WCA is approved, the WCA wells will be 

withdrawing less withdrawal and should not impair existing water rights. The Western Kansas Groundwater 

Management District No. 1 (GMD1) has recommended approval of the proposed Smith Farms WCA 

management plan as part of the formal process. Your letter dated March 2, 2018 was part of their review. 

Therefore, our next step in the WCA process is to provide the Chief Engineer all documents regarding the 

proposed Smith Farms WCA for final review/approval. These documents will include the proposed Smith Farms 

WCA management plan, a statement from the GMD1, and your letter expressing your concerns. 

As we continue to move forward with the proposed Smith Farms WCA we want to ensure you that we do not 

take your concern lightly. I suggest you review a previous letter sent to you by the Water Commissioner, Mike 

Meyer, dated March 8, 2018. By taking steps indicated in that letter your other concerns referenced can be 

further addressed. If you have any questions, please contact our office. 

pc: 

Etta Walker 

PO BOX 203 

Sharon Springs, KS 67758 

Groundwater Management District No. 1 

~ 
Armando Zarco 

Water Conservation Specialist 

Armando.Zarco@KDA.KS.Gov 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

DMSION OF WATER RESOURCES 

GARDEN CITY FIELD OFFICE 

2508 JOHNS STREET 

GARDEN CITY, KS 67846-2804 

JOE LENE HUNTER 
225ROAD13 

STATE OF KANSAS 

GoVERNOR JEFF COLYER, M.D. 
JACKIE McCLASKEY, SECRETARY OF AGRICULTIJRE 

March 8, 2018 

SHARON SPRINGS KS 67758 

RE: domestic water concern in regional area 
Dear Sir: 

PHoNE: (620) 276-2901 
FAX: (620) 276-9315 

www.agriculture.ks.gov 

On August 5, 2013 our office received your written letter regarding possible impairment of 
domestic wells located in the Southeast Quarter (SE'l4) of Section 26, Township 15 South, Range 41 
West, in Wallace County, Kansas, and possibly other locations where windmills may be present. 

I have included a copy of our impairment regulations, please review them and take notice of 
K.A.R. 5-4-1 (b) which outline the "complainant's report". There are several items that must be addressed 
before the chief engineer will address this complaint. The report should be sent back to this office. Once 
received, we will review the report. If you have questions about what to include in the report, please 
contact me. We also need the location and well information (depth, etc) of all windmills that you point to 
have gone dry and can no longer use. Our telephone conversation the other day, it appears you have two 
active domestic wells please provide information and reports for both wells also. All of the requested 
information should be part of the complainants report. 

We also have included a copy of a domestic water right application that must be filled out to 
determine if the priority of your domestic rights if you wish to pursue a claim against your domestic 
rights. The priority will be assigned according to when water was first put to a beneficial domestic use at 
each site. Please send the application(s) back to this office along with the report. An application for each 
well should be filed. 

Please provide this information within the next 180 days (September 2, 2018) for us to review 
and follow up on this concern as requested. 

If you have any questions, or if this office can be of assistance, please feel free to contact this 
office. 

Sincerely, 

~14--
Water Commissioner 

MAM 
pc: GMDl 


