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KDA Confirms Vesicular Stomatitis in Horses in Butler County

MANHATTAN, Kansas — The Kansas Department of Agriculture has announced that
vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV) was confirmed in horses in Butler County on June 16, 2020.
Kansas becomes the fourth state in the U.S. to have confirmed cases of VSV this year.

The infected horses live on different private residences in south central Kansas. When
clinical signs were first identified on a premises in Butler County, KDA contacted
veterinarians in the region to alert them of the possibility of VSV, which led to additional
suspect cases in the area. Upon receiving the laboratory confirmation, KDA established a
quarantine on the three affected premises. KDA has tested a number of other animals in the

CO nf' rmed J une 16 y 2020 region which are showing clinical signs consistent with VSV, and are awaiting final

laboratory testing,

“Protecting the health and safety of horses and other livestock in Kansas is our highest
priority,” Dr. Justin Smith, Animal Health Commissioner said. “We encourage all livestock
owners across Kansas to be aware of the clinical signs of VSV and follow best practices to

limit exposure to insects. Livestock owners should take extra precautions to limit exposure
to other animals.”

VSV is a viral disease which primarily affects horses, but can also affect cattle, sheep, goats,
swine, llamas and alpacas. In horses, VSV is typically characterized by lesions which appear
as crusting scabs on the muzzle, lips, ears, coronary bands, or ventral abdomen. Other
clinical signs of the disease include fever and the formation of blister-like lesions in the
mouth and on the dental pad, tongue, lips, nostrils, ears, hooves and teats.

Infected animals mayv refuse to eat and drink, which can lead to weight loss. Vesicular
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

AViral disease

ATwo serotypes
Alndiana
ANew Jersey

ATransmission:
ASand flies, Midges, Black flies
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ATransmission:
ADirect noseto-nose contact

AMechanical fomites:

ABuckets

AShared feed resources
ACommon water source
AShoes, clothing, hands
AContaminated equipmen




Vesicular Stomatitis Virus Kansas

Department of Agrlculture

ASignificance:
APrimarily affects horses
ACattle, sheep, goats, swine, llamas
and alpacas

AClinical signs:
AReluctance to eat
ADrooling
AFrothing at mouth
ALameness
ADrop in milk production
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